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Reaching  an  invisible  city 


of  Dongguan 

OONGGUAH  China  (BP)  — 

The  taxi  noes  down  the  efevaled 
10-lane  hi^nvay.  THeie's  not 
mudi  to  look  at  on  dds  journey. 

Endlesa  rows  dt  Uank-ooed  £a^ 
tories  barricaded  behind  six-toot 
metal  tenoes  line  both  sides  of  the 
road.  Off  in  the  distaiw,  hig)v 
lise  apartment  buildings  and 
unfinianed  ooratxudian  pinects 
create  a  snaggle-toothed  d^Sne. 

The  view  is  disaopaMing. 

When  entering  a  (i^  Mocnainea 
niK  ttbdd's  viSl^bdbr  you 
expect  something  gund-Tnetaaii 
Dongguan  is  practKally  mvisSrle. 

There  are  no  tourist  attractions^ 
just  hxloties.  Everydutg  exists  to 

**The'dtv^^di^ded  into  32  AFTER  HOURS  —  Vbung  facto^  workers  hit  tlresireets  of  Dongguan  to  eat  and  shop  in  tl» 
districts,  each  one  spedaliz-  evenings.  The  cjty  is  also  known  for  attracting  wealthy  facto^  me  ot/s  hotels.  -We 

ingin  a  different  kindofman-  nyi  good,  ChjisLianJ)usutm«»^-^s  show  tl 

•.iSrtSriRi.  Cane-^  oiisduces  *  3««nem  Baptist  WtSfJcer  in  Dongguan.  (1MB  photo) 


them  how  they  can  find  fulfillment'  says 


Ulakiuiuig.  «-aire-an  produces 
electrofuc  Mcon^nents, 
Human  is  famous  for  high- 
dolUr  fashiorL  and  Houjie 
makes  shoes.  The  list  goes  on 
and  on  with  more  dim  3,000 
factories  crammed  into  one 
dty.  Every  district  looks  the 


same:  construction  sites, 
cheap  restaurants,  factories, 
I  factories,  and  more  factories. 

I  Southm  Bap^  worker 
David  Rice  (ivrt  nis  real  name) 
sees  this  dty  duoi^  different 
mes.  His  mental  map  of 
Donggurei  is  a  labyrinth  at  mbt- 
isti|^  poBitt>tlitt|«  a  medical  din- 

risssps  over  there,  and  maybe  a 
,  Chriatiaw  coffee  shop  in  die 
s.  heait  ef  a  red  Hgte  dishict . ' 
;Th^posaihuitica  aiwtMd- 
t  ..aa.  The  inmact  oai  China  is 
iMtHnauraM.  Rice  believes 


diat  the  villages  are  not  even 
on  a  m^  let  tdone  on  the 
radar  of  Qiristian  strategists. 

“People  come  here  ffm  all 
over  die  country  looking  for  a 
job,"  Rice  says,  noting  in  one 
year's  time  he  has  met  at  least 
onepeiBOn  horn  all  34  ptoyifioes. 

The  name  used  for  migrants 
^  liudong  lenkou,  or  “Boating 
populatkiti'  —  itnp&es  an  aim- 
icaa  mob,  but  Rke  a^  a  poten¬ 
tial  army  of  churai  planters. 
The  Southern  Baptist  worker 
and  hfe  ministry  partners  see 
this  group  ptimiM  for  making 
major  charges  in  dieir  lives. 


tiut  bv  readiiM  the  factories  major  charges  in  dieir  lives, 
^jvidi  the  Gosp^an  entire  gen-  Thw  are  away  from  die  strong- 
^fWation  of  nugrant  workers  holds  of  dieir  culture  bade 
will  take  die  meaaage  bade  to  home.  They  are  lowaly  and 
theft  viHaasA  often  so  remote  aeerdiing  for  mcening. 


Laigcet  nrigtadon 
in  honan  Matoiy 
Lanying  Wii  (not  her  real 
name)  openly  adniils  she  has  no 
objeettves  or  goals  in  her  Hie.  The 
19-yeaeold  foctory  worker  deflfy 
snipsawayathersteiileworiestB- 
tian,cuttinglheoudineafagw- 
ment  A  pQe  of  hot-pink  satin  sits 
Id  her  right  whfle  a  crate  erf  her 
finished  work  sits  on  die  left. 

She  left  her  viBage  to  make 
money  for  her  fomily  and  to 
enioienoe  somediing  different 
Wu  is  a  second-gerwration  fac¬ 
tory  wodwr  and  part  of  the 
largest  migration  in  human  hto- 
tewy.  For  the  past  diree  decades, 
Omiese  migrants  flocked  fmn 

See  Dongpum  oc  page  two 


"  AT  RIGHT:  DONGGUAN 
SUNSET  —  Factories  line  the 
evening  skyline  over  Dongguan. 
The  town  is  home  to  more  than 
3,000  factories  across  32 
L  dicS'icts,  drawing  hundreds  of 
thousands  of  migrant  workers 
from  China's  interior  provinces. 


A  bucket  of  gold 


America  lost  a  mudt-Ioved  entertainer  in 
2010  —  Art  Linkletter.  1  remember 
watching  a  show  he  hosted  called.  Kids 
Say  the  Damdest  Things.  Regardless  of  the 
topic,  children  would  respond  to  his  qnes- 

■  tions  with  honesty  and  opennew. 

Children  are  oran  busy  trying  to 
sort  out  the  many  things  they  aiie  learn¬ 
ing  and  are  not  afraid  to  articulate  what 
tn^  think  and  feel  While  you  couldn't 
he^  but  laugh  at  their  re^wnses.  often 


came  from  Ihf  things  to  which  he  has  been 
exposed  through  his  family  and  the  Baptist 
church  he  has  arjended  all  of  his  short  life.  ■ 

His  parents  have  a  missions  heart  and  model 

durt  regula^  with  their  actionB.Thty  involve  both 

of  tlw  children  in  missions  pio)ecB  in  the  com¬ 
munity  Thv  church  engages  its  members  in  mis¬ 
sions  ttuough  giving,  going  on  tr^  and  sharing 
ttteir  stories  in  wotaiup  services  when  they  retunc 


a  deeper  lesson  emerged. ' 

Recently  Russd],  my  six-year-old 
gnmdson,  was  riding  cfown  me  road 
with  his  grandfather  when  he  asked  a 
rather  senous  question:  “DaJta,  nhat 
would  you  do  it  someone  gave  you  a 
budcet  hill  of  gold  ooms?* 

Realizing  that  many  of  their  serious 
oofwenatione  take  plM  nhile  Rnasell 
is  strapped  in  a  car  seat  hit  gnndfrrther 


a  Lee  a>..i.ra.ai.nsartNn-otiws,»  f 

IS  strapped  in  a  car  seat  hit  grandfrrther  mtm^ao^iirsnahn  v 

Director  took  a  moment  to  give  whatnethou^  » -  •  i-w  tj 

Hirer  was  a  good  answer  for  a  child  that  age.  ^ 

an'«  ^  turned  he  questfon  bade  to  ' —  I 

,  Russdl  and  asked  what  he  would  do.  F 

y  Union  Without  hesitation,  Russell 

iaiy  responded  in  a  raher  dioughtful  tone,  “I  would  keep  full  of  gold  cx>ins7 
luthpm  ^  myself  aivl  give  the  rest  to  my  church  to 

mtwemtasionaiies  could  Be  sent- 
l8t  Wlurt  ptooqits  a  six-yearold  to  ask  such  a  quedfan? 

ntiem  More  imporlantty,  what  led  him  to  his  answer? 

AU  d  our  fife  experiences  shape  the  person  %ye 
beexane.  It  is  important  to  expose  cxir  chifclren  to  m 
many  ga^  positive  leamfog  environments  as  we  possibly  can. 

When  Idiink  about  Ruasell's  experiences  aofru^  I  realize  his  answer  offering. 


Editor's  note:  Southern  Bapt^’  g^  to  the  Lottie  Moon  Otristmos 
Offering  for  httematioml  Maeions  and  die  Cooperatke  Pmgntm  hdp 
Southern  Baptist  unrkers  around  the  world  share  the  Coepd.  Gwe  tolu 

“ - ^  — T  Ureal  Southern  Baptist  church  or  online  at 

there  are  resources  far  dturdt  leaders  to  promote  die 
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smile  ds  "  hit  "girr  comes  to 
luddhm  bebefo^v  any  other,  eseort  him  to  a  ousiness  meet- 
■  1  a  birthday  party  ing.' ‘^They  don't  have  to  ha^ 
we  heard  with  the  guilt  ctf^'  , 
fof  the  frrst  time. 

Heverendbigtaak 
Lest  dian  i3>000  m  a  city  of 
rnfflions  daim  Christ  as  meir 
on  Savioc. 

"This  is  a  never-ending  task,' 


mc^  and  to  better  hemsdves.  She  at 

n«Bfy2lS»^iOT^pInbwS*  ’jew?*  _ 

j" _ "bcwoitowns''  The  stories  piejued  her  interest 

ttuMmKMrt  the  oounliy,  but  not  enou^  to  give  up  over- 

When  the  economy  is  good,  time  hours  to  go  hear  more, 
mese  migrant  workers  push  For  now,  die  depends  o^ 
Dongguan's  popuktion  above  hersdf  and  concentrates  on  eam- 
10  minion.  When  times  are  bad,  ing  as  much  money  as  she  can. 
itcandipbelowsi*ufc.Tlie 

only^  constant  number  in  this  Mtmrr  nrnnrr  mniii  i 
dty  is  me  1.7  million  Icxad  lesi-  Whether  you  are  a  poor 

dents.  Most  retaun  home  after  migrant  worker  or  a  rich  fac- 
1^**  X**?.  ^^***5^  return  tory  ownei;  the  meaauremCTt 
home  by  me  time  mey  are  %  an  for  success  is  the  same  in  diis 
age  oonskiered  “ancient''  in  die  city  —  money. 
nmMe-fingeted  factory  worid.  Tltia  city  is  all  about 
pis  OTn^t  turnover  money,"  an  American  factory 
makes  Dehm  Kao  (not  his  real  owner  says  while  sitting  in  the 
name),  a  factoty  counselor  and  lobtw  of  a  lustv  five-stw  hotd. 
mentoi;  fed  Uke  he's  always  are  cheap  heir.  rl«««p 

»tortirig  jwer  and  constantly  production  sosts,  dwao  li*^ 
tntningi^  leaders,  to  dw  pad  even  the  ^  are  ch^" 

12 yeare^Kao has  watched  more  A  young  woman  walks 
torn  6a  mimants  come  to  across  i|ie  lobby  wearing  a  styl- 
woiks  with  Rice  to  idiT-ehirt  with  gUttery,  gold  fa- 
clisdiM  the  new  believerB  and  ten  prodalnOfre,  "I'm  expen- 
trato  them  to  start  churdtes.  sive.'^  With  vawtt  eyes  imd  a 

Throu^ite  yean^  Kao  has  plastered  smile,  the  blacdc- 
sem  the  trsirang  mc^  work  as  haired  beauty  dines  to  a  busi- 
nugrante  return  to  dieir  villim  nesranan  dm  timiin  her  age 
andstart  new  fellowdiipa.  Sin  Sex  is  p«t  of  the  bustoS  cli- 
omers  swict  kdories  and  start  male  in  diia  factory  town.  ripaW 
purdim  m  d^  nw  work-  are  brokered  in  die  private  room 
|dacES.  Lately  if  8  beai  hard  find-  of  saunas  and  karaoke  ban  as 
togscwieane  whowiDcooimit  semtily  dad  women  parade  dmL 

"WearepartogtheGoml  Mod  of  these  youiKwomenM 
in  ^  hardest  tune  —  when  fhefactorieBtoeaniinoreinarKv 
hearts  are  i.ot  as  pure  or  and  work  fewer  houis. 
open,  says.  "We  have  to  "1  think  die  men  and  women 

pray  and  open  their  hearts  so  here  are  more  open  about  greed 
hear  and  receive."  and  hid  because  thw  don't 
^  lilre  most  migrants,  have  religion,"  die  72-yeaisild 
sexms  at  the  drought  of  any  f.ictory  owner  says  widi  a  sly 
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viuages  with  the  Clos^  mes- 
saM.  Pray  fbrl^^ve  and  spir¬ 
it-tilled  words  as  diey  seek  to 
bring  abundant  life  to  friends 
and  family.  Pray  that  as 
'  i  home,  n«w 

communitin  of  believers 


Hoe  8^16  and  leans  back  against  migrants  return 
meteas  bucket  seat  His  cireamy  communil' 
Ufnaiuuaus  iCU!  jjndtoe  Qunese 
nussronanes  back  to  remote  vil-  erwise  ? 
lagps  wavera,  but  rsdy  for  a  sec-  opportuni 
ond  m  he  mies  somediing  new  •  Pray 
outdiewindgw.  involved  i 

creer  there!"  the  Dongguar 
Southern  Bqitid  worker  desire  for 
exdaims.  "Thd  would  make  a  seek 
gied  mot  for  some  voiunteeis  to  Pray 
oft  and  style  hair  for  the  fiatory  gieec 
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wealth  and 
wealth  in  Quist 
>r  the  men  ckminated  Ity 
and  hid  that  breed  in 
empty  of  Quist  I'ray 


ftiUmaster 

Send  changes  of  addreu  to:  the 
BAPTIST  R»X)kO,  P.a  Boa  S30, 
ladaorv  MS  3^05-0530. 

Send  newi,  oommunicalion,  and 
addrex  changes  kx  The  EtSkx: 
BAPTIST  RECORD,  P.O.  Boa  530, 
Jackson,  IAS  39205-0530. 


the  gitlB  Diue  slDtles  while  diey  God  will  give  Quistian  busi- 
get  oanqw^"  nessmen  the  strength  to  stand 

you  Icxdc,  there  firm  against  the  city's  two 
w  still  factories,  construction  bigged  temptations  and  remain 
sites.  aM  of  course  more  facTO-  felmfril  to  Hhn  and  fiieir  wives, 
ries.  A  doaer  krok,  thoudi, 

reveals  ari  cM  section  of  town  _ 

in  ttw  process  of  being  reduced 

!?■  ■*?***■  with  Editor's  •  t:  Sot.them 

modern  hi^rise  apartments.  Baptists' gifts  u  the  Lottie  Moon 

Cto  another  stietoh  of  road,  peo-  Christmas  Offerinf  for 
pte  pour  out  of  the  fectory  gates  International  Musions  and  the 
aftowo^  hitt^  the  streets  in  Cooperative  Program  help 
searam  meanii^  Southern  Baptist  workers 

,  y**'**.*^ Dongguan  around  the  world  share  the 

unfinri^  a  Gospel.  Give  to  the  o^ing 
?*y  .  andeveiy-  through  your  local  Southern 

one  IS  to  ttieprooeas  of  becoming  Baptist  church  or  online  at 
aometliii^  eae.  ittw.orglqf^ns,  vdtere  there  art 

„  _  resources  for  Diurch  leaders  to 

.  o—  "ayy.tySpaafe  promote  the  cftriine.Download 

•i^forWu'sWttoopen.  related  videm  at 

nay  ttid  m  the  process  of  lecro-  imb.org/enlirechurchvideo. 
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E-mail:  bapUMrecordambcbxrg 


London  missionaries  push  through  barriers 

As  many  as 
200  language 
groups  present 
challenges 

LONEXDN  (BP)  —  Descend 
into  the  extensive  London  under¬ 
ground  transport  system,  and 
only  statkxi  names  on  tiled  walls 
tdl  what  lies  abgve  ground. 

Signs  for  "Victoria"  and 
"Waterlcro"  signal  bustling  rail¬ 
way  stations  above.  Qinro  die 
steps  from  the  Oxford  and 
Piccadilly  Circus  imdergiound 
stations  to  reach  premier  shop¬ 
ping  districts  in  the  Qty.  The 
Green  Park  station  exit  leads  to 
a  walk  dirough  tree-lined  pa^ 
paths  to  the  ornate  gates  of 
Buckingham  Palace. 

Passennrs  sciueezing  onto 
the  ctowcIm  trains  also  hipt  at 
what  lies  above.  They  vary 
according  to  die  neig^iborhoocb 
and  boroughs  diat  die  trains 
speed  through. 

Wtell-tailored  businessmen 
reading  the  Financial  Times 
appear  in  lines  snaking 
through  die  business  district 
or  near  Canary  Wharf.  Ride 
the  District  line  to  the 
Embankment  stop  and  tourists 
fill  the  car;  clutching  maps  and 
raidebcxiks,  ready  for  their 
nrst  glimpses  of  B(g  Ben. 

Hold  toward  London 
and  the  passenger  balance  shifts 
to  Muslim  women  wearing 
hi|kb8  and  mov  many  beardeg 
wearing  skull  caps.  Ride  the 
undergpfound  tiaexs  westward 
on  the  Central  line  and  South 
Asians  may  predominate  as  the 
line  heads  toward  little  India. 

Pcxkets  of  unieached  peo¬ 
ples  to  urban  environments  Uke 


T^FALCAR  CELEBRATION  —  Thousands  of  Muslims  gather  in  historic  Trafalgar  Square  to 
celeste  Eid-ul-Fitr,  a  ^slim  holiday  that  marks  the  end  of  Ramadan,  the  holy  month  of  fast¬ 
ing.  pie  inayor  of  Loc^n  has  sponsored  the  event  in  the  square  in  recent  years  that  features 
darKing,  singing,  speakers,  prayers,  and  ethnic  ferods.  London,  like  many  large  cities  in  the  West 
nas  seen  a  large  influx  of  immigrants  from  around  the  world  in  recent  years.  (IMB  photo) 


Lemdon  brtog  unique  chal-  his  wife  Christine  (not  her  real 
lenges  to  missionaries  as  tiiey  name)  discovered  they  could 
iMk  for  ways  to  build  relation-  not  return  to  Central  Asia, 
ships  and  effectively  share  die  They  had  served  there  for  six 
Gospel.  London,  Europe's  years,  learning  the  language 
largnt  urban  zone,  clemon-  and  living  among  the  people  to 
lity  that  more  whom  God  had  caOra  diem  to 
share  die  Good  News.  Medical 
issues  widi  one  of  dieir  chil- 


strafes  the  reality _ 

than  50%  of  die  woricl's  popu¬ 
lation  now  live  in  uiban  centers 
like  this  oenturies-old  dty.  The 
Lc  idon-based  National  Centre 
for  Languages  estimates  that 
scdioolcsuldrini  in  Lemdon 
speak  more  than  200  languages. 

For  Tony  Collins  (iiotnis 
real  name),  an  toterciational 
Mission  Board  (IMB)  wockei; 
moving  to  Londem  became  a 
strateM  dedskm  when  he  and 


Burma  concern  raised 

WASHINGTON  (BP  and  local  reports) — Iteo  members  of 
die  US.  Commiasian  cm  International  Rdigious  Freedom 
(USCIRF)  wged  U.S.  Seoetary  of  State  Hillary  Clinton  cm  the 
eve  of  her  recent  visit  to  Burma  to  caQ  cm  dw  Burmese  gov- 
emmewi  to  iiiqrfement  basic  reforms  to  protect  religions 
dom  and  olha  human  ri^its.  There  tt  no  indicatiem  that 

l^a»9iin#9  riiji  Am  'rtxM  ■a.MM  T> .  a  aL..  _ _ 


II  iB^t.iii»  _ _ 

requiring  reridents  fit  Kachto  State  to  'robmit  a  wrwn 
reejuest  at  least  15  days  in  advance  prior  to  reading  die  Bible 
or  prmring.  Quistians  also  have  been  foitridden  tobuild  new 
churdies  atyl  had  religious  symbols  such  as  rrosses  removed 
by  the  militaiy.  Fcxid  and  hcrnies  have  been  abo  confiscated 
by  the  government,  according  to  a  Human  Ri^ts  Watch 
report  Bunna,  also  known  as  Myanmai;  shares  a  Maoe  cm  the 
U5.  State  Department's  Countnes  of  Particular  Omcem  list 
with  China,  Eritrea,  Iran,  North  Korea,  Saudi  Arabia,  Sudan, 
and  Uzbekistan.  Writing  in  an  op-ed  diat  appmred  Nov.  30  in 
dro  San  Jose  (Ca.)  Mercuiy  News,  USCIkF  commissioners 
Richard  Land,  president  of  the  Soudiem  Baptist  Ethics  and 
Religious  Liberty  Commission  in  NashviUe,  and  Azuah  Y.  ri- 
Hibn,  a  female  Muslim  law  professor  at  the  IJniversity  of 
RichmoncL  acknowledged  "some  positive  steps"  by  Burma's 
new  civilian  government  but  said  conditions  for  religicnis 
adherents  had  not  unproved  "by  any  measurable  degree." 


dien  forc^  them  to  move. 

Tcmy  and  Christine  prayed 
about  five  different  cities  mat 
had  significant  populations  of 
dieir  people  group.  They  visit¬ 
ed  die  strongest  contenders 
which  included  Moscow, 
Adiens,  and  Londem. 

Londem  best  fit  what  diey 
were  Icwking  for.  Here  th^ 
can  connect  with  their  people 
group  by  working  in  the  com¬ 
munities  where  Central 
Asians  live,  by  visiting  local 
holding  facilities  for  Central 
Asian  refugees,  and  by  pro¬ 
viding  language  help  to 
immigrants  learning  to  oper¬ 
ate  in  an  English-speaking 
environment.  — 


"What  I've  learned  is,  if 
yem  get  to  know  five  Central 
Asians,  and  you  really  get  to 
know  them  well  and  dieir 
families,  you  don't  really  need 
to  (seek  out)  more,"  Tony 
says.  Because  Central  Asians 
ate  such  relational  people, 
once  diere  is  a  foundation  of 
trust  and  understanding  in  a 
relationship,  the  connections 
go  deep,  he  explains. 

"Then  you  jget  connected 
with  all  dim  relatives,  all  their 
friends.  It  really  travels  fast." 

t^fith  London's  urban  zone 
of  nearly  12  million,  it's  this 
oonvergenoe  of  cultures,  peo¬ 
ples,  airo  rriigkms  from  all  over 
me  world  diat  makes  London 
the  mission  field  it  is  today. 

Editor's  note:  Learn  more  about 
London  at  wmu.com/London.  The 
dty  is  the  focus  of  the  Intermtunud 
Mission  Study  2011  by  tiu 
Woman's  Mtssionary  Union  of  the 
Soudiem  Baptist  Convention. 


l  ookiii^^  buck 


UteKfissiaBippi  Baptist  Disaster  Relief  Task  Fore  is  called  to  perfomidou- 
We  duty  diotiy  after  a  series  of  severe  storms  and  (omadoes  strode  the  state 
on  November  24,  killing  at  least  five  people  and  destroying  or  damagii^  hun¬ 
dreds  of  homes  in  eight  Mississippi  counties. 


If  revival  doesn't  sweep  the  world  Jn  1992,  it  won't  be  for  lack  of 
effort  on  the  part  of  Dan  Jarvis.  Jarvis,  a  12-year-old  boy  from 
Seville,  Ohio,  is  calling  the  world  to  fasting  and  prayer  on  Jan.  25, 
1992,  with  the  goal  of  sparking  world  revival. 


Giegoty  Walcott  actor  in  The  Rifleman,  Bonanza,  and  a  host  of  other  TV 
series,  is  the  featured  speaker  at  M  Night  at  the  Lauderdale  Baptist  Training 
Unian  meeting  on  Dec  2  Walcott  is  a  diarter  membet  deacon,  and  chairman 
of  the  pulpit  committee  of  the  Beverly  Hills  Baptist  Church  in  California. 
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Jesus  Christ 

C30E> 

Requests  the 

Honor  of 
Your 
Presence 
in  Heaven! 


You  Can  Restond 
Right  Nowl 

Stimity  share  the  following  prayer 
wim  God  in  your  own  nxmK 


1.  Lord,  I  admit  that  I  need  yosL 
(I  have  sinned.) 

2.  I  want  foimveness  for  wtf 
sins  and  freedom  from  eternal 
deato.  (7  repent.) 

3. 1  believe  Jesqs  died  and  rose 
from  die  grave  to  foigive  my 
sins  and  to  restore  my  rda- 
tionship  with  you. 

(7  believe  in  /eius.) 

4.  By  faith,  I  invite  Jesus 
Christ  into  my  life.  From  this 
time  (MV  I  want  to  live  in  a  lov¬ 
ing  relationship  with  Him.  (7 
receive  Christ-  as  my  Savior 
and  Lord.) 

"But  as  many  as  received  him, 
to  them  he  gave  die  right  to  become 
children  ofCod,  even  to  those  who 
bdieve  in  his  name. "  (]ohn  1:12) 

If  you  make  a  decision  for 
Jesus  Christ  today,  contact  a 
local  Baptist  church  for  spiritu¬ 
al  guidance. 


\y 


DECEMBER  8, 2011 


The  Baptist  Record 


Matthew  10:27  NAS 


Au.  1  Don't  Wakt 
For  Christmas 


Him  ^nges  eveiy  thing 
about  life  now,  and  it  chanjM 
everyth^  about  life  evV 
lasting.  That  dorious  gift  of 
Chnstmas  is  tree  to  all  who 
call  upon  His  name. 

Numl^  4  (mmd  last)  - 
This  Christmas  I  do  not 
want  any  of  pisr  churches  to 
fail  to  reach  their  Lottie 
Moon  Christmas  Offering 
goal  for  Intemationia 
Missions.  1  am  aware  and 


VMTat  I  teW  you  in  the  darfaiess.  speak 


The  song.  All  I  Want  For 
Christmas  Is  My  Two  Front  jH. 

Teeth,  was  written  in  1944 
by  Donald  Gardner.  Tlie 
first  recording  of  it  was 
inade  by  Spike  Jones  and 
since  that  time  hundreds  fWpWifcaMWP 
have  recorded  it,  including  '  ' 

the  Chipmunks  and  George  not  want  a  Snugg 
Sfeait  —  but  tod.iy  I  want  to  cold  and  the  ram 
share  with  you  some  the  Snuggie  hai 
thoughts  not  about  what  I  ruined  my  brain. 

''^•nt  for  Christmas,  but  want  a  Snuggie! 
what  I  do  not  want  for  Now  let  me  mo 
Christmas.  It  is  interesting  serious  and  heart 
as  Christmas  gets  closer  of  my  article.  T! 
and  closer  there  are  some  some  things  I  real! 
advertisements  that  always  want  for  me,  for 
seem  to  appear,  and  appar-  anybody  else  invo! 
ently  are  very  effective,  me  give  you  my  sincere  list 
raey  keep  pumng  them  on  of  things  that  I  do  not  want, 
the  air,  so  they  must  be  get-  NnhiT 
ting  response.  Now,  seri-  no  one  would  receive  the 


ear,  proclaim  upon  me 


Jim  Futral,  executive  director-treasurer 
Mississippi  Baptist  Convention  Board 


IBLIOCm 


when  we  help  each  other  _ _ 

rather  than  seek  ways  to  hurt  sensitive  to  ftve  reah^  uiat 
ea«h  other.  What  may  seem  times  are  haidhnd  that  there 
^ple  to  many  ^pte  —  to  are  many  people  who  do  not 
lust  get  rid  of  the  pastor  —  —  ‘ 

leaves  lasting  scars  that  may 
not  stay  for  uys  or  years  but 
through  generations.  following 

Number  3  —  I  do  not  UMMt  -  ■’ 

for  mnpone  to  die  without  . . . 

iMowing  ^  great  love  of  feud  to  do  what  we  desire  to 

Goh  Mm  *.***  ^“^  "‘r'rrr  - ■  • 

Jeeue.  The  soun£  horn  die  \ _ _ _ 

that  heavens  to  the  shephet^  of  Jesus,  we  can  do  it 

w^  ww  the  first  to  hear  Our  Lottie  Moon  Christmm 
said,  ^nto  you  is  bom  diis  Offering  ruitional  goal  i« 
---  “  **¥.?*X  Whatever  goal 

^  “  Christ  the  your  church  )«■  set  may  God 

ae.  Lord  ^  you  grm*, 

i»e-  aware  of  the  fact  that  people  ttie  wondoful  joy  to  ce^rate 
If.  die. every  day.  There  may  accomplishmg  a  task  that  will 

,n-  have  been  a  day,  but  I  do  not  help  touch  &  entire  world 


have  a  uui  i  am  also 
aware  of  the  fact  that  the 
recent  Black  Friday,  the  day 
following  Thanksgiving 
was  the  largest  spendiiS 
sprro  ever  recorded.  VvS 

M  eaving  porver  of  do.  If  our  desire  is  to  readi  a 
-  — :;r.  _.o  world  wtth  the  Good  News 


KHJ  ALMELXFNPXGXF 


LX  XHEXF^J, 
GMRRKSXN,- 
YMEMXN,  PF^  YPDHEFO, 
ELXO  RKMJ  ELX  NMYU 


MHEP 


■aptlil  Reconl  supplement  produced  by  the  Mississippi  Baptist  Convention  Board's  Communication  Service*. 


The  Suit  Project 

AAerrif  Chrisp/ifas 


yaw  are  cardkdt^ 
imiitedtaa^ 
T>addy^  Daugfiter 
'Dinner 

(At  Qarayma  Camp  and 
CanfarencA  Center 
On  Tebnuuy.  10,  2012 
6:00  —  S.iX)  p.nu 
Tor  IdJrStii  grade  ^rtn 
andtHeir  dade 


MH  ELX  NEFXXEN,  KHJ 
WXNPDSLE  LMZ  ELKE 


ELXO  ZMSLE  EPDYL  MV 


them.  I  will  just  give  you 
my  top  three  quickly,  so 
that  you  will  know  and  can 
save  some  time  and  money. 

Number  1  —  I  do  not  want 
a  Chia  Pet.  I  don't  want  an 
animal  Chia  or  a  person,  not 
Shrek,  not  a  dog,  n< 
them.  Who  buys  mesc 
and  to  whom  do  the 
them?  Please,  I  bee  i 

_ _ _ _  4 


ME  AXFX  WDE  ELX 


WPFJXF  PV  LMN  SKFZX 


For  over  47  years  Mississippi  Baptists  have  enjoyed 
sending  new  suits  to  pastors  in  p^ew  work  areas,  many 
of  whom  have  no  suit  nor  the  eJifibra-  money  to  purchase 
one.  The  Suit  Project  lets  these  pastors  know  we  care 
about  them  and  support  their  work. 

t  get  ftivotved? 

Simply  make  a  donation  to  the  Each  suit;  JjB 

$135.  This  can  be  a  special  proHfct 

groups,  RAs,  GAs,  or  WMU  grouns.  ^ 


HE;  KHJ  KN  ZKHO  KN 


The  fact  is  that  in  our  bro- 
now  of  ken  and  ruined,  bruised 
.'  dungs  and  wrecked  world  those 
ney  give  “gifts"  that  are  mentioned 
;  you  —  above  are  delivered  daily 
all  around  us.  It  is  for  that 
I  .  "•*  J^us  c«ne  to 

iu  know  deliver  us,  lift  us,  transform 
r  m^  or  us,  and  give  us  life.  TTie 
r  hands  truth  is  that  He  did  not 
if.  on  or  come  to  just  eradicate  all  of 
ght  goes  our  problems,  but  in  a 
wonder-  world  where  sin  has  done 
ere  are  a  so  much  damage.  He  came 
>  would  to  empower  us  daily  to  deal 
in  —  or  with  whatever  may  come, 
d  not  do  NumberZ^  Ido  not  want 

9uld  not  for  any  pastor  and  his  fami- 
>ut  they  /jt  dturch  or  comni^ty  to 
to  be  have  to  go  throng  tiu 
r  of  a  ma  and  the  incred^le  sad- 
millions  MSS  of  forced  termination. 
pfe  who  Your  pastor  may  not  be  die 
1  or  ideal  servant  of  die  Lord.  At 
dream-  ^  same  time,  you  may  not 
et  one,  1  ^  a  p^  of  a  congregation 
^t  IS  die  Bnest  on  Se  eardv 
ao  not  but  somehow  in  a  day  that 
w,  of  all  was  probably  filled  with 
e  planet  prayer  and  earnest  seaidiinK 
eyeryone's  part  God 
I  do  not  broi^  you  together.  I  am 
do  not  confident  that  both  pastor 
>nuggie,  and  people  can  be  far  better 


EPDYLXJ  LMZ  AXFX 


THf  MISSKSim  RAmST  nUtPTIM 

rot^nONBSffiONCQIMUHro  rStlT 
K)R  THf  ROSmONW 
pfWCa. Pfeie Me Ihe  BmMQi 
wAaOe  M  www.mriiMitig  MS  3930 


ZKJX  ALPRX 


Queet  Speaker:  Or.  Jim  Tutrcd 


y^*^??'***  **.C***P  YOUTH.  Rouma  may  be  enaiM  la 
<P^lfn0cbdbmoUmm\xi(%  or  mailKl 
lOT  and  ((i^ifKatio^  as  wcU  at  to  RQ  Bix  591,  fennUix«  vwn 

Tii^rf*°****  i°"  iRiiRTATf  wrnithuRnrm 

«lYtoa6«*w.hamshapwt  SHAW,  MS  IS  SffiONC  A  FULL  TIME 


ZKFU  NMC;  VMVEO 


Oeadluie  tO' sign  up  ie 
Janiuffg,  27,  20 12,  or  wuU  eaentie full 
(Sundag  attire  please) 


Send'  resumes  to;  )olwi 
nMUOi  Chouccoli,  947  Sandpit  Road,  Shaw, 
^4??3  or  email  to;  jchoiKcolie 


^  'end  mif  di 

Make  youf  jgiieck  payable  t 
The  Suit  Project 


Cast  is:  S30  per  couple 
TaeA  additional  cfiUd  $10 

Tor  more,  mformadon  call  601-924-7034 
or  e-mail  ed(^ar@igarayma.oig 


Hove  fun  with  ayptograpky  end 
exercise  your  BiNe  knowledge.  A 
King  James  Version  BUde  verse  has 
been  encoded  by  letter  substitution. 
The  some  letter  is  substituted 
throughout  the  puxzU.  Solve  by 
trial  and  error.  Aimver  to  lost 
weA's  puzzle:  John  Six:  Thirty-five 


SHAMt  MS,  •  SmONC  A  fART-TIME 
MIMSTBI  of  music  Please  send 
■oumet  to  )c4si  Chouccoli,  947  San^jit 
Roaci  Shaw,  Ml  38773  or  email  to; 


LEGAL  ISSUES 

—  CONFERENCE 


39205 


FAnwy  20, 2012 
Piece:  X-Teoded  Missions  Network 
office,  Hernando 
Thne:  7  pun. 

Puipose:  Provide  guidoHce 
OH  legml  issues  churches  face 
CcMitact  Alan  Woodward, 

Pastor  Leadersl^^fflea^^^t- 
Develc^iment  Department 
1-800-748-1651,  ext.  308 
or  6C 1-292-3308 


RfTSrsui'CAilNS  — Gelawaytoi 
fOonv  9fl5-222-  touch  of  country  —  for  a  brochure  caH 


601-940.6641 


Iffbedm  ea  ovelleHe,  we  w/t) 
M$sd  0  elotkisi  fifp  eerr/fteePe 
to  the  pestorM'  w/ve*. 


^  '•W-S41.8196  or  Tom  aMeaitaocarti  in  14  days  Honest - 
ig£iyjia^i‘W"**CWme.oom  Rlofetonnai- References  601-31 7-2536 
il'JASIUI,  lU  Bit  www.nickd«lauclk)ns.com  Certified 

».KN'S - SnnNtr - IacKSDR-  wSc  **“ 

m«lB“Ci.Slr'S3:  ‘"Wove^  5WNH>  ClASSWO«CS,lNr.,  SESV- 

arS?hiM2l.i2'"*' J*'*"*^'  metal  INC  MS  4  AL  since  1992.  Call  800- 


BAWi^ 


BAPTISTS 


»od  shin^  roofs, 
*nd  glass  rooms. 
4  Rita  Sabren.  — 


P«tk>coverL  term  605-29m 
001-992-2092.  Don  CaTIInR 


nxiwm  ClJ^"NtW  WINIVTUW  ?  klchen,  great 

AND  RirAI»S»eiySSI??S?  »95/nite.  8 

feckson,  601-S023^.*“  ^  ^  '  ^Iw4760eatt.net 


Pieiegistration  is  requested 
to  provide  adequate  materials 
by  e-mailing  cwtaylor@mbcb.oig. 


201  j  ST/Vi  I  I  vANc;ri  ism  Cx^ni  i  ri  nc :r 

IW'IMK'k  ;() 

0 

r>iM\i't>.\  r. \riisi  (  <  II  JiK\\iu>\  MTss 


■'"'4  ■ 

X'-- 


-  V  jc  ^ 


T 
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YOUTH  F  V  A  N  G  F  I  I  <  M 
r  U  A  I  I  F  N  r.  f 

11  A  l\  1 

I  ^  1  M  /\  I  •  1 

- 


Pu  i  Mtii  K  29-30,  ?0  1  ] 


\» 


C  .  k  f  G  £  •  C  i  •  N  T  -  ^  ^ 


A'  gAA'ON.  B: 


y';vr 


itS-  :.’  ^''/  V;-5' 

fW^-■ 

%  '  ^  f'‘  ^  . 

FOUALLVBS 


'r; 


LEADERS 


Wq«^<— ihg  itoig,  fcopp^  □,  Mcb  oo«Kelo#»  to 

****?![  ^**°^  2fe»  >wfll  «M  Kvm  dboMgad  at  kidt 
towr  twy  orj^  wartd*»  mo#  nnmrfBW  Mhiral  wowW* 
^  pootor  o»  iitojf  iMm  to  lru«» 

Hta  in  ttmir  nwtfydoy  Ivw.  »-■ 


I  , 

'^S  materials  wilt  be  oe  display  ond  o^iloWsf  to 
pure  ase  fr'om  lifeWay  Christian  ResoorceZ' 

An  overview  of  lifeWay  Curriculum,  Worship  Rally, 
a  s,  and  Snacks  Troining  Sessions  for  Evangelism, 
^'^omot.on  and  Decorations  Local  users  of 
■»on-LifeWay  curriculum  will  share, 

.n  mtu.h.o,:jb.  (  ;,,v(.mHt 

’"Vvkl  .:^h..„,. 

'  ‘  UI  1.  '-  < 

'  ''  •■“'It  ■  ;“.S  3.J0  • 


V 


NMIIIiyNe@iN€@IAtl,lil@@I^N  . 
NUMKi^HAniY;  BiMIN6hAM  Aia 

^mk  Aeutf  mrnmm  m 
ymmN  AS&eeiAflfjN 


TRANSITIONAL  PaSTOR  TRAINING 

February  6  8,  2012 


Thirty  Eiglith  Avcnui'  lUiptist  Cl)iie<li 

M.illu“.|>i,i(|  M  '■>t■|•l 


Cost:  S99 

EdViy  Bird  Sp«-ci«l  (hy  I’ll'.  ,-iii(„  1  i  I  .’oil)  $75 


^  MISSIONARY 
MOMENTS 
'PRAYER  ^ 


IliMtlMUl  IU'4|HIS 


L  i>f lf(l4  I 


CKiiiitt  Mi.itsfcr  Keivihoris  •  h»»piiil 


4  4* 


r-  .  rr^ 


nr 


F*a‘;tor''l  eadership 
I'ftvelopment 
Department 
Mississippi  Raptist 
(  onvention 
T-  Hoard 


L«4*  (4*  i\\kk\  riiMii*  4>ltj  >*’  (  fitii(f)  K  *t  k*\k  (U 
P:3*.;(4*i  I  cnkici  i ^cv  c:l4*^'nicii{  Uc:^>rai  (tnc:it( 

i%.y  fiitil  i!«c  Ii%(iit4j  %*i  ifui 
JPIJi^ppiniiiiitiiotYiottuiie  4*1  4  nil 
1  JuU'  lc»^*1  c\i  *1'^  ti*  ic4|iic^(  n  4  4»|»Y 


cyrp^T 

must  t>e  yo*  tf  *  c»rvant  ” 
,.  A*  ,rt!  tn*y»7 


ni4l  ADJOURN 

For  more  information  contact:  gshowsOmbcb.org 
or  800.748.1651,  ext.  284 


irvMMi 


Pray  this  day  for... 

'F’^r  ks  k  ekil^  is  SsrH^  kk.h  ks  , 
^uasHMshi-  shk/I  i*  k^sH  kis  sksk/9*r. 
hisH^srfk/t  ^CskHssk/sr,  7ks  Jk.i^i’^ 
7ks7*riHe/'kr'^skes."  v: 


Pray  for:  Mfohad*  and 
AnnMa*  RMqb  iMB  mis- 


JmsJi  9-^ 


Pray  for  Matte*  and 
Ma^r*  Dobam^  iMBmB- 
sfonaifes  rnrfoKdng  ID 


ihrau^ 


2-1-04 

MR.  XMHUA  A.  SOMTZ 

F^rents;  Burton  &  Suzanne 
Sub-Saharan  Aflican  Peoples 


I  Awards  and  Workshop 

May  4-5,  2012 

Colonial  Heights  Baptist  Church 
Ridgdand.  Miss. 

'4QUET  AND  WORKSHOP 


Banquet  and  auttohop  regiitiation 
dfadlinr  is  April  20,  2012 
Registiarion  for  all  acriviries 
(Banquet  and  Woriobop)  is 
$30  per  person 

Kday  Awards  Banquet  only  or  Sad 
Hpriphop  only  is  1^  pn  perscas«^ 


MCSIiEBEKAHJ.SCHMnZ 

parents  Burton  &  Suzanne  Encourage  an  MK  with  a  canfi 

Sub-Saharan  African  Peoples  - 

WRSECmnY,  cork  wm  be  forwarded.  Plaue 
tend  «&  to:  ChM'e  name,  Parent's  name,  MBCB 
WMUhlKBiraidaye,POBoxS30,fadsonMS 
3^)205.  PUEAX  NOTE:  Churdi  members  mai/  send 


02-12-06 
MR.  LAMAR 

fiaentsCfiiC 

Restricted 


"ds  together,  cards  do  not  haoe  to  be 
ly  to  mr  WMU  Individual  cards  do 


MSWMII. 

►  Please  indnde  yoor  retiim 
addicM  on  each  card  envelope. 
MKs  and  their  patents  may  wish 
to  send  yon  an  update  or  note 
of  appredatioiL 


7164)1 

MR.  HADDON  BLEDSOE 

Parents.  David  &  Laurie 
American  Peoples 


«»*>.>  vT-w  e  I 

B/^ISTS 


t  ' 

^  ■  - 
'■rTY '  ^iW^.  '■  'f  - 

-■  "Li: 

* 

•  ■ 

^Kj£|  .  ' 

l"  * 

■  IfrPiin’jifTisfc'  ^ 

Jls  i  I  ok  nil  Rixoki) 


Concerned  about 
the  Stock  Market? 


SlAII 

CliANC.rS 


C'arpciucr  lUis  Sales 


800-370-6180  •  www.CarpenterBus.com 


ing  worship  service  being 
greeted  by  Mission 
Friends,  RAs,  and  GAs 
receiving  a  special  offer¬ 
ing  for  World  Hunger 
Day.  ihe  young  people 
collected  $97.40,  which 
was  rounded  up  to  a  $100 
special  oBering. 

3.  Sunrise  Church,  Leake, 
recognized  Mission 
Friends  in  September. 
%own  are  die  Mission 
Friends  and  dieir  leaders. 


4.  Clear  Branch  Church, 
Florence,  will  have  a  live 
nativity  at  the  CMd  Ross 
Feedmill  buflding  from  6 
-  8-aO  p.m.  Dec.  9  widi 
U^t  reneshments  served 
at  the  fire  department. 

5.  The  youth  of  Singleton 
Church,  Louisville,  led 
die  morning  worship  ser¬ 
vice  Nov.  6.  Shown  are 
Michael  Fuller,  Whitney 
Palmer,  Brett  Perkins, 
and  Lydia  Palmer. 

6.  Heavens  Grace  Quartet 
ministered  to  the  LLL 
Qub  of  Eastside  Church, 
Pearl.  Nov.  10.  For  infor¬ 
mation  on  the  quartet, 
call  Raymond  Dyess  at 
(601)  939-2175. 


2.  Rlverport  Church,  Greenville 


1.  McKinney  ordination 


The  region  s  top  doctors 
work  at  Baptist. 


AUDIOLOaY 


3.  Sunrise  Church,  Leake 


Learn  how  to  avoid  risk, 
avoid  probate,  and  make 
your  money  generate  a 
guaranteed  lifetime  income. 


MS-IA-AL-AR-TN 


5.  Singleton  Church,  Louisville 


1.  Rocky  Mount  Church, 
Calhoun  County,  has 
called  Larry  W. 
Haggard  as  Pastor 
effective  October  2.He 
and  his  wife  Susie 
moved  from  West  Point 
where  he  was  serving 
as  Children  and  Youth 
Coordinator  at  Faith 
Churdi. 
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Etfery  good  and  perfect  g^  conus  from  above.  James  1:17a 

EJear  Mississippi  Bapdsts,  — 


Over  the  yean  I  have  asked  our  BCV  children 
what  their  biggest  wish  would  be  for  Christmas. 

Many  ghrr  the  typical  answer  of  an  expensive  toy, 
electronic  gadget  or  the  latest  bshion.  However,  it  ^ 
never  huls  that  some  children  say  their  biggest  wish 
and  best  gift  ever  would  be  to  have  their  &mily 
together.  Recently,  Amanda  learned  what  is  it  to 
receive  the  best  Christmas  gift  ever... 

She  now  has  a  new  fiwuty. 

I  hope  AmamiUi*imyif»/Mes»ryr>iemtnigajmi 

yt*^  tl>et  will  he^  ciMutge  4mnher  l^. 

Amanda  is  looking  fbtwaid  to  her  first  Christmas  with  her  new  family  — 
dad,  siblings  and  extended  family.  They  will  exchange  presents,  eat  a 
big  dinner,  read  the  Christmas  story  and  celebrate  this  q>ec^  time  together. 

Anrsrids  will  havt  much  ts  etUknUt  m  Christ's  birhJhtj  heautse  she  kwws 
whtt  Mst  emtiiHg^  Gtsi  km  ghstn  her. 

Orphaned  at  a  tender  age,  Amanda’s  ttoty  wasn’t  ahrayi  a  happy 
Having  no  extended  family  to  cate  for  her,  Amanda  was  left  in  the  'system’ 
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tain  fatwe. 

^  the  time  Amanda  cune  to  The  Baptist  Qiildren’s  Village,  she  had 

expet  it  need  more  Uss,  hurt  and  sbtMffmsusmestt  in  her  young  life  than  most 
people  will  in  a  lifetime. 

God  hnd  a  good  and  perfect  gift  phnn  id  fee  Amanda 

Yotu  suppoR  of  The  Baptist  Childien’s  Villas  helped  provide  Amanda  a 
s^hmenvsAssecmdchsmet.  Ni'hile  at  The  BCV  she  received  love  and 
encouiagement  and  was  taught  about  God’s  love  for  her. 

With  the  emotional  support  of  The  BCV  stafl^  Amanda’s  past  hunt  and 
disappointments  began  to  hcaL  The  changes  in  her  vnere  amazing.  This 
sttffert ^  Amendt  could  net  httste  hesfpetsed  withmajmsr  help. 

Can  other  hurting  children  like  Amanda  count  on  your  help  this 
Christmas?  Please 'end  a  gift  of  $10.  $20,  or  more  to  provide  a  Am«m 

and  the  love  these  children  so  desperately  need. 

Amandskstotyhssavery^jec^emiing.  God  gave  her  the  gift  of  a  new 
family.  With  the  blessing  and  support  of  The  Baptist  Children’s  Village  she 
left  our  care  to  being  this  season  of  her  life  with  her  new  family. 

Yoor  support  helped  change  Amanda’s  life. 

Thank  you  for  loving  and  supporting  Mississippi’s  hurting  children 
this  Christmas. 

Wishing  you  and  your  family  a  Merry  Chrtstmas, 


Mn-I^Msy 


Bob  ABamlra  Kyar ' 
Mre.  Louiw  McCammem 
Mn.  Jean  S.  Mom 
Mn  Araiic  P.  McOanM 
Jimmy  A  ^  Jenkins 
Mn  Bob  (Nancy)  MdCet 
Mt.  A  Mn  Arthur  D. 
Buntett 

Carol  Cauiey  Meodoci 


Bob  A  Betty  Qcxidinan 
Me  Danny  HoBcnvay 
JInniy  A  Jo  Jenkins 
Melbas  Reynolds  HoweB 
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Jctai  A  Nancy  Miller 
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Bruce  Xhemy' Johnson 
Me  A  Mn  Jod  A. 
WiUiama 


Mn  EWeKuaaeli 

Me  A  Mn  E.  C.  Persona 
Mrs.  Ruby  Sanden 

Mn  Cherry  Denson 
Qub  A  Sandra  Federick 
Lknel  Jay  Silverfield 

Mn  Maddiite  A.  Floyd 
Mr.  A]  Siatrunk 

Branch  BC  Morton 
Grady  Smith 

Hul  A  Jackye  Murray 
JanetSmidi 

Charles  A  Debbie 
Breland 

Mr.  Grady  Smith 

Joy  Claaa  FBC  McComb 
Mn  Frances  Smith 

Mn  Ida  Mae  Bridnes 
Ms.  Nett  Lee 


Dr  Diane  M.  WUker 

CadterineAMike 

Madden 

Mr.  A  Mn  Ron  Rash 
Ms.  Doris  H.  Sutherland 
Tommy  Merriman 

Mr.  A  Mn  Emeat  L. 


Celeste  Cade,  Public  Refaticos  Associace 

P.S,jPod  has  good  and  perfect  gifts  for  all  His  children.  Help  us  give 
other  hurtir^  children  like  Amanda  the  a  safe  and  loving  home  at  The 
Baptist  Children's  Village.  Please  send  a  generous  gift  today.  Thank  jrou! 
*Hsoto  msd  Home  used  ore  representations  and  not  actually  that  ef  children  in 
the  care  ofThe  BCV  to  protect  their  confidentiality. 


Robert  J.fdishter 

Jimmy  Jb  Cyn(hl« 
Wilkinson 
Dr.  Memdn  Moore 

Mr.  It  Mrs.  Jerry  M. 
Howell 


This  lesson  focuses  on  the 
biessuw  of  God  that  ootne 
through  faHhfulnem  and  obedi- 
enoe  in  spite  of  fear  and  dou^  In 
Matthew's  record  Joseph  was 
told  'do  not  be  oftaid  to  take 
Maiy  m  your  wife”  (v.  20)t  and  in 
Lukrs  account  the  aitgel  told 
Mary  'do  not  be  ofnud  for  you 
have  found  favor  with  Gotr  (v. 
30).  Joseph  and  Mary  responded 
in  ftdth  in  spile  of  fesr 
Matdww  described  the  biidi 
(genesis)  of  Jesus  Christ  against 
me  backdrop  of  Jewish  marriage 
custoou.  Maniage  contracts 
were  arranged  bv  parents,  arvd  a 
fee  wm  paid  to  me  giif  s  parents 
becauae  they  wane  losing  a 
dauaftfat  anu  B  h^xr  while  the 
son’s  family  wm  gfaning  one. 
This  agreement  woidd  take  plaoe 
usualfy  when  foe  giri  was  uxiut 


live  with  her  parents 
and  foe  young  man  with  P 
his  parents  although 
they  were  referred  to  as  "hus- 
bai^  and  wife.'  This  one  year 
jxiiod  was  to  prove  or  guaran- 
^  foe  purity  of  foe  btiefe.  After 
foe  en^gement  year  passed, 
foe  man  would  go  to  foe  home 
of  his  wife's  parents  and  with  a 
grand  procession  take  her  to  his 
home  and  consummate  the  mar¬ 
riage.  Howevci;  should  she 
become  pregnant  during  this 
time  \yy  anofoer  maa  it  would 
be  oonsklered  an  act  of  aduheiy, 
and  a  divorce  would  take  place 
to  void  foe  marriage  contract 
previously  agreed  upon 
In  foe  case  of  Mary  and 
Joseph,  during  this  one-year 
waiting  period  ('before  fo^ 


- ound  to  be  with 

diild.  Because  Joseph 
was  a  man  of  dutfacter 
or  a  godly  man  (right¬ 
eous),  he  dedd^  to 
divorce  her  quietly 
rafo»  foan  expose  her 
publically  for  presum¬ 
ably  bemg  unfaithful. 
Had  he  exposed  her, 
ge  Mary  could  have  been 
stohra  and  killed 
accofdins  to  DeuL  22:23-24. 

Then  Joseph  had  a  dream  in 
which  an  angel  of  dre  Lord 
told  him  to  not  be  afraid  to 
take  hfary  (to  his  house)  to  be 
his  wife  b^use  that  which 
was  in  her  was  conceived  ^ 
foe  agency  of  the  Holy  Spirit. 
In  Luke's xount,  (Gabriel  also 
told  Mary  that  the  Holy  Spirit 
would  come  upon  her  'with 
the  power  of  the  Most  High.' 
It  is  to  be  noted  that  we  do  not 
have  here  the  pagan  notion  of 
a  god  having  sexual  relations 
wifo  a  woman  but  rather  the 
creative  power  of  God  at  work 
within  Ma^  to  accomplish  his 
purpose  (Hagner). 


There  would  be  a  lot  of  misun. 
derstanding  in  foe  cemmuniw 
far  Joseph  to  take  Mary  to  fas 
hoine  before  foe  one-year 
engtreement  was  up,  and  mere 
would  be  much  gossip  at  foe  well 
but  Joseph  new  foe  true  story  of 
Maiys  pregnancy  and  he  was 
more  oononned  with  pleasing 
God  than  man. 

Acxxxding  to  Luke,  foe  angel 
Gabriel  wm  sent  to  X4aiy  inme 
stxfo'  monfo  of  Elizabeth's  preg¬ 
nancy.  Elizabefo  was  barren  and 
Mary  was  a  vugin  (repeatedly 
stressed:  twice  at  verse  27  and 
again  in  verse  34  to  underline  foe 
magnitude  of  foe  mhade);  how¬ 
ever  God  proved  that  both  of 
these  obstades  can  be  overcome 
becauae  'nothing  is  impossible 
with  God' (Lk.  137). 

Maty  was  said  to  be  'h^ily 
favored,'  ot  “privileged,^  or 
'eiKlowed  with  graoe.^  Joseph 
was  called  "tighlKius.'  She  and 
Joseph  acted  in  faifo  and  obedi- 
ertce  and  God  used  them  in  his 
eternal  plan  to  send  Jesus,  “Son 
of  Davii"  "Son  of  Ckxl'  to  "save 
his  people  from  their  skis.'  As  a 
result  of  their  action^  we  are  aD 


lec^tienis  of  God's 
we  receive  God's  j,-. 

(I-Os  Son)  and  be  willing  to  be 
used  so  that  through  us,  God's 
grace  may  be  extended  to  ofons. 

At  Mimissippi  College,  stu¬ 
dents  will  oftm  ask  me  about 
discerning  God's  will  or 
understaivding  Cod's  leading 
in  their  lives.  I  am  amazed  and 
inspired  by  their  passion  to 
follow  Christ  even  when  they 
don't  understand  exactly 
where  he  is  leading  them.  I  tell 
them  to  say,  "Lord,  my  answer 
is  "yes."  now  what  is  the  ques¬ 
tion?  Then  when  God  asks, 
"Will  you  serve  me  ...  in  the 
local  church? ...  on  an  intema- 
tkmal  missiim  field?  ...  in  a 
hogpital?  —  in  a  class  room?  . 
.  .  m  a  board  room?,  the  stu¬ 
dent  will  have  decided  already 
that  foe  answer  is  "yes."  "Yes, 
I  am  the  Lord's  servant.  May  it 
be  to  me  according  to  your 
word"  (cf.  Lk.  1:38). 

Pflje  K  (hair  qf  Ote  Daartment 
t^Omshan  Studies  and  natosophy 
otMieeissipfnCoBqeattdamember 
cf  First  Qturch,  Qniitm. 


Explore  the  Bible 

Stay  On  Track  with  God's  GPS 

Numbers  9a-Ua,  15-19 


By  Meneen  Moose _ 

*  My  Dad  was  a  proud  man 
•of  German  decent.  He  was  a 
‘hard  working  farmer  who 
:>prid^  Itimsefi  In  being  hon- 
{est,  .fair  and  productive. 
Having  grown  up  on  a  farm 
under  his  super^ion,  there 
vvas  never  a  doubt  about  his 
'expectetloTis.  He  provided 
the  guidance  and  disdpline  to 
*'8tay  on  track'.  Moses 
.forou^  God''s  guidance  pro- 
■  Vi±^?V»HeT8hip  for  the  tfoil- 
dren  of  brad  arid  foeir  depar-' 
hire  from  Egypt.  Our  lesson 
this  week  encourageti  us  to 
seek  and  follow  God's  guid- 
am*  to  'stay  on  track.' 

When  Commands  arc 
Qcar:  Obey 
Nnmbcrs  9:1-5 

Our  scripture  in  verse  one 
makes  it  very  clear  that  God 
spoke  to  Moses.  It  also  gave 


tuning  situation  and 
location.  The  first 
month  of  the  second 
year  suggest  an 
anniversa^  was  about  M 
to  occur.  Ine  situation 
was  celebrating  foe  departure 
from  Egypt.  And  the  location 
was  the  Sinai  Wilderness 


where  it  is  thought  the  that  qu 
braelites  had  been  camped  -•  mands? 
for  several  months. 

Observing  the  Passover  was  a  Wh( 
time  of  remembering  and 
reflecting  on  foe  deliverance  N 

TTdm  n$V£.7.  God'5  ' 

command  was  to  "keep  the  tions  oi 
Passover  at  ito  appomted  Passove 
fime"  (Numbers  9:25,  NIQV).  instruct! 
Tlus  was  foe  second  Passover,  nialb  d 
the  first  of  which  was  in  in  Exo 
Egypt,  when  the  death  angel  Number 
passed  over  foe  door  marl^  menb. 
wifo  blood.  Noting  foat  foe  were  a] 
observance  was  to  n  on  the  men  wh 
fourteenth  day  of  the  month,  exposun 
God  must  have  spoken  to  As  exp 


Moses  about  the 
Passover  celebration 
on  the  first  of  the 
month  so  a  lamb  could 
be  selected  and 
observed  to  be  free  of 
blemish  in  prepara¬ 
tion  for  the  Passover 
celebration.  We  find 
sound  advice  for 
Christians  today  in 
Moose  verses  four  and  five  ' 
with  Moses  telling  the 
le  Israelites  to  observe  the 
m  Passover  and  they  did  it  as 
ss  instructed.  Do  we  respond 
he  that  quickly  to  God's  com- 


When  CompUcatiofis 
Arise:  Pray 
Ntunbers  9:  (4lla 
Just  as  there  was  instruc¬ 
tions  on  ine  uinlr.o  Oi 
Passover  there  was  also 
instructions  cm  being  ceremo- 
nialb  dean.  Much  is  nvritten 
in  Exodus,  Leviticus  and 
Numbers  about  these  re^re- 
menb.  Moses  and  Aaron 
were  approached  by  some 
men  who  were  undean  from 
exposure  to  a  human  corpse. 
As  explained  in  Numbers 


19:11,  having  touched  a 
corpse  one  would  be  unclean 
for  seven  days.  They  ques- 
tiemed  being  exdudra  nom 
bringing  an  offering  at  the 
appoints  time  as  they  seri¬ 
ously  wanted  to  partidpate. 
Wisely,  Moses  answer  was  to 
wait  as  he  sou^t  instructions 
from  God.  God's  instructions 
were  clear  to  all  Israelites 
‘  who  had  touched  a  corpse  or 
were  traveling  a  distance 
away.  They  too,  could  observe 
the  Passover  one  month  later 
at  the  same  time  of  the  month. 
God  did  not  alter  the  stan¬ 
dard  acceptable  but  gave  a 
second  opportunity  to  cele- 
brab  the  Passover.  Do  we 
pray  things  thorough? 

When  Guidance  is 
Delayed:  Sby 

Numbm  9: 

Delaying  and  staying  sim¬ 
ply  mean  to  remain.  Cm  has 
sbved  the  cloud  by  day  and 
pillar  of  night  over  the 

tabernacle.  The  cirad  is  men¬ 
tioned  in  Exodus  13:21  as  the 
dtildien  of  Israel  approached 
foe  wilderness  on  their  jour¬ 
ney  to  thepxomise  land.  This 


section  of  Numbere  nine  actu¬ 
ally  is  related  to  Exodus  40-.2 
and  foe  setting  up  of  foe  bber- 
nade  wifo  foe  cloud  spreading 
over  it  in  Exodtu  40;  34. 
Noting  that  this  section  of 
Numbm  nine  is  not  in  chrono¬ 
logical  order  does  not  Inson  ib 
importance.  Espedally  wifo 
the  cloud  signifying  God's 
presence  and  foe  word  idbet- 
nacle  or  "tent  of  foe 
Testimony"  (Numbers  9:15, 
NKJV)  meaning  'dwelling 
plan'.  God's  very  presence 
was  in  foe  midst  (d  foe  camp 
where  the  bbemacle  was  erect¬ 
ed.  His  extraordinary  presence 
continuously  hovered  day  and 
night  over  foe  bbemade  giv- 
im  dear  direction.  Ifthedoud 
lifted,  foe  Israelites  broke  camp 
and  moved  until  the  cloud 
stopped,  then  they  camped. 
The  I5r2c!it?s  were  obedient 
whether  it  meant  camping  in 
one  place  many  days  or  one 
day.  How  obedient  are  we  to 
heai;  acknowledged  and  stay 
on  track  wifo  God's  will? 


Moore  is  o  member  of  Macedonia 
Ooffch,  Petal. 


Guidelines  for  submitting  news  and  photographs 


Tha  Bapttet  Racord  Is  pleased  to  puWtah 
now*  and  photographe  of  special  avenb-) 
lhat  taka  pieoe  in  cooparafing  churctwa  dt 
lha  Mfaafasfapi  Bapftat  Comontton. 

nwM  suDmRiM  lOf  pupioiion  ■>  inv 
Baptist  Record  muot  ba  aiOiar  (a)  typewrit¬ 
ten,  (b)  neaOy  printed  on  8  1/2  ^  11-inch 
peper,  or  (c)  nei^  printed  on  elandardteed 
torme  provided  by  the  newepeper.  Al  aili- 
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JOUKNAL  OP  THE  MiSSISSVn  BAPTIST  CONVENTKM4 


YEC  presents  Team  Impact 


T  E  A  (M  ^ 
M  P  A'^C  T 


Annual  MBCB  Evangelism 
event  also  features  speakers,  worslup 


Editor _ 

Team  Impact  will  headline 
the  2011  Youth  Evangelism 
ChaUouK  (YEC)  on  Dec.  29- 
30  in  A.E.  Wood  Ccdiacum  on 
the  campus  of  Mississippi 
College  in  Qinto^. 

BaM  in  CoppelL  Texas, 
Team  Impact  is  an  assemblage 
of  world-class  athletes  per¬ 
forming  strength  and  ag^ty 
exercises  not  only  for  the 
entertainment  of  attendees 
but  also  to  bring  the  Gospel  to 
people  who  are  not  drawn  to  a 
chura  or  religious  setting. 

"Team  ImiNut  has  learned 
that  if  you  get  a  person's 
attention,  they  will  listen  to 
what  you  have  to  say.  Ar\d 
Team  (impact  has  fourto  a  way 
to  get  a  person's  attentkn 
according  to  the  ministry's 
web  site.^Our  unique  style  of 
mmistry  uses  the  talents  of 
elite  athletes  performing  a 
mesmerizme  production  Biat 
demands  the  attention  of 
young  and  old  alike. 


‘The  a{^>eal  is  iteariy  irre¬ 
sistible,  especially  for  those 
who  would  normally  never 
attend  diurdi.  WKue  die 
method  may  be  different,  the 
appeal  lemairu  tite'same  — 
station  through  grace 
throu^  faitit  in  Jesus  Christ' 

YEC  featured  spedaers 
irtdude: 

•  Paul  Barnard,  pastor  of 
Omflow  Chutdv  Msgea 

•  Justin  and  Beduaiy  Pigott 
FeOowahip  of  Christian  Alhi^ 
leaders  at  Miriissipri  CbBege  in 
CEnton. 

•  Mark  Roberts  of  Rrst 
Priority  of  Amerkn  m  CManda 

The  Nolan  Bishop  Family 
Band  of  Magee  wBl  lead  praise 
aivd  wotahte.  TMih  a  hnat  to 
lead  WQcahmpets  ittio  die  pres¬ 
ence  of  Goa  the  Nolan  Buhop 


)  in 
afBliated 


Don  Lum,  MBCB  director 
'  of  evang»lism,  add  YEC  is 
open  to  ali  churches,  espedai- 
ly  churches  with  artuller 


Family  Band  has  founyxirpose 
and  direction  (hat  God  has 
plaoed  on  their  femA  '  dieir  web 
afee  states.  'Together  (hey  travd 
die  United  States  in  full-time 
uiiiiiSIry  as  wotahip  leaders  for 
an  array  of  miniatiy  events.' 

The  annual  event  is  sponsoted 
by  die  Evangeiiam  Dqiartment 


WUk-iqi  legiatxation  on 
day  of  die  event  is  $15  per 
soahesakL 

Coordinating  the  event 
2011  ate  Shannon  Stover  minisaer 
of  youlh  at  Fast  Chuniv  Laund, 
and  Brad  Van  Cleve,  minister  of 


the  youA  group  can  get 
togetner;  make  a  motd  teaer- 
vatioa  and  attend  two  days 
of  worriiip,  praisa  and  teat^ 
ing  with  1,400  other  young 
people  at  a  reasonable  cost 
per  student'  he  safak 


For  more  infatmation  ihdiad- 
ing  nearby  ovemig^  aooommo- 
dations  and  eateries,  visit 
wwwjidicb.(xv  and  ctick  on 
Youth  Evangefiinn  ChaDei^  in 
die  Upoomiitg  Events  boa  on  the 
impcr  ti^  mk  of  the  pagn  fi- 


(601)  292-327B  or  toO^  ralside 
Jackson  (800)  748-16S1,  ext  278. 
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A  symbol  of  our  own 


1  is  legendary  even  to  non-Southem  Baptist  Christians, 
ie  lived  amoM  the  Chinese  people  for  40  years.  ^  was 
far  and  wide,  ^  both  fnend  and  foe  alike,  as  the 
•  -  ■ ,  Visitor  because  of  her  unshakalle  faiA 

B  reliance  upon  the  Bible.  She  loved  ^e 
eople  with  all  her  heart  —  especially  the 
ind  children. 

oved  them  so  much  that  when  the  tinve 
she  was  willing  to  lay  down  her  life  for 
Famine  came  to  China,  and  she  was  so 
nitted  to  the  people  that  she  gave  away  all 
money  and  food  so  odters  could  eat 
illy,  on  a  ship  in  die  harbor  of  Kobe,  Japan, 

t  was  retummgher  to  America,  she  died  of 
Inutrition  on  Christmas  Eve  of  1912.  She 
idled  50  pounds. 

Tne  world  little  noted  her  life  and  passing, 
t  Southern  Baptists  have  never  forcotten 


Editor's 

Notebook 


passion  and 


for  the  cause  of  Christ  has 


•  ^^^^^^^^Bbolize  our  dedication  to  helping  fulfill  dw 
IvV  Commission  (Matthew  2&18-20).  Her 

sdflaaaneaa  epitomizes  for  us  the  image  of 
K  ^  oursHves,  and  calls  us  to  be  as  swigle- 

'ed  as  Lottie  when  it  comes  to  the  psoapect 
of  helping  to  bring  the  world  to  Jesus. 

It  is  fitting  that  Lottie  Moon  has  become 
such  a  powerful  symbol  for  Southern  Baptists. 

She  dedicated  her  fife  to  others  and  eventually 
died  for  them.  How  much  closer  to  the  m^el  of 
Jesus  could  any  one  of  us  get? 

As  the  December  emphasis  for  this  year's  Lottie 
LoHie  Mnnn  Moon  Christmas  Offering  for  International 

uHue  moon  Missions  approadies  the  midway  point  and  we  all 
seek  the  Lord's  guidance  on  the  amount  we  will 
’  that  every  permy  of  die  offering  goes  directly  to  the 

o  bil-  field  to  support  the  Southern  Baptists  who  are  there,  just  as 
Lottie  was  there  all  those  many  years  ago.  Let  us  hold  high  the 
/  symbol  of  Lottie  not  only  as  we  give  of  our  resources,  but  as 
of  the  we  also  give  of  our  lives  to  help  save  the  world, 
iiw  in  Most  importandy,  let  us  hold  Jesus  Christ  hidiest  of  all.  Lottie 
1  diat  wouldn't  want  it  any  other  way. 


The  swastika,  for  over  sjSOO  years 
the  symbol  of  good  luck  in  many  Vfl 
cultures  around  the  world,  was 
adopted  by  Adolf  Hitler  and  the 
Nazi  Party  in  the  1930s  to  capture  the  ^ 
essence  of  their  ruinous  march  toward  ' 
war  and  mass  murder.  It  has  never 
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Most  people  simply  do  not 
realize  the  riw  ancient 
herita^  behind  die  SanU  Claus 
story.  The  secularized  and  sani¬ 
tized  contemporary  version 
pales  in  comparison  with  the 
deeply  Christian  edios  and  con¬ 
tent  <x  the  original. 

The  story  goes  that 
Nicholas  was  Dom  in  A.D.  280 
to  pious  and  wealthy  parents 
who  raised  him  in  the  fear 
and  admorution  of  die  Lord 
and  taught  him  'sacred 
books'  fr^  the  age  of  five. 
He  was  forced  to  grow  up 
Quickly  upon  the  sudden 
death  of  his  parents. 

Later  as  a  teenager, 
Nicholas  made  a  pilgrimage 
To  Egypt  and  Palestine.  Upem 


Guest  Opinion 


punching  Arius  on  the  floor 
of  the  Council  of  Nicea,  with 


real  St  Nick 

By  James  Parker 
Louisville,  Ky. 


with  his  methods,  I  certainly 
admire  his  passion  for 
Christological  orthodoxy  and 
doctrinal  purity. 

When  you  think  of  SanU 
Claus,  think  of  a  godly 
Christian  bishop  who  was 
“"irsecuted  and  imprisoned 
'  faithfully  proclaiming  the 
faith  under  the  most  danger¬ 
ous  of  circumstances.  Tmnk 
of  someone  who  had  a  sensi¬ 
tive,  caring,  pastoral  heart 
-and  took  care  of  the  flock  of 
which  God  had  made  him 
sh^herd. 

Thiidt  of  someone  who  pro¬ 
vided  support  and  defense 
for  children,  the  weak  and 
poor,  the  helpless,  and  vic¬ 
tims  of  injustice.  Think  of 
someone  with  an  unparal¬ 
leled  passion  for  doctrinal 
purity.  To  top  it  off,  think  of 
someone  whose  whole  pur¬ 
pose  in  life  was  to  point  peo¬ 
ple  to  Jesus. 

Now  that's  my  kind  of 
Santa  Claus. 


Bapiiu  Record  Adviiofy  Commiltee: 
Archie  Herrin,  Colunibia 
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LA^letiandirected  the  perse-  stories  connected  with  him 

1  j-™’**^*'*'  •t'd  ^  he  was  his  role  during  the  Arian  P** 
[Ni^l^WM  ttie  chief  priest  controversy.  Arius,  of  course, 
of  the  Offistians  of  this  town  asserted  tKat  Jesus  was  a  cie- 
airf  preadi^  ^  truths  of  faith  ated  being  and  had  not  exist- 
with  a  holy  liberty,  Nicholas  ed  from  all  eternity  St 
was  sei^  W  tfw  magistrates,  Methodius  asserted  that 
tortured,  then  diaine^  arid  "ttianks  to  the  teadiirig  of  K 
tfoown  mto  prisw  widi  many  Nicholas  the  metropolis  of 
r**?***^;  Myra  alone  was  untouched 

With  ^  Edict  of  MUan,  by  the  filth  of  the  Arian 
anperor  Constantine  ordered  heresy,  which  it  firmly  reiect- 
tlw  c^tioreof  ^  persecution  ed  as  death-dealing  poisem." 
of  ^  church,  and  the  One  weak  traditfohhas  him 
Ctastians  were  released  from  actuaUy  attending  *e  Coundl 

Ens^.  Those  who  suryived  of  Nicea  in  A.D.  325,  when 
Hodetian  8  Duiges  were  called  Arian  doctrine  was  rejected, 
confesrors  because  they  The  story  goes  that  he  got  into 
i^dn  t  renege  «i  con-  a  heated  debate  with  Arius 
fe^OTofJesi^  asLord.  himself  about  whether  diere 

Whm  Bi^op  Nidiolas  was  a  time  when  the  Word 
walk^  out  ^  prison,  ^  (Jesus)  did  not  exist.  Nicholas 
crovi^  called  to  him;  stronfiJy  disagreed 
Nidwlas!  Confw(»r!"  He  had  Thi  riebate^ed  sudden- 
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Viet  Baptists  beaten,  denied  medical 


BAPTISTS 


The  Second 
Front  Page 


Ing  to  doctors  who  recom- 
mended  emeigency  surgery.  ; 

Previously,  Miwevei^  doctors 
at  three  area  hospitals  had  told  MB 
htf  and  two  ooier  seriously 
injured  Christians  that  they 
wm  fine  and  dismissed  them. 
said  pastor  Nguyen  Cong 
Thanh,  head  of  ^  ABC. 

Nguyen  Thi  Lan  is  a  reoentW 
retired  Communist  Party  offi- 
converted  to 
Christianity  only  last  year. 

WhCT  doctors  in  Vietnam  BEATEN,  DENIED  HELP  —  Nguyen  Tl 
learn  that  religious  motives  ber  who  converted  to  ChristianiN  last  y< 
play  a  role  m  violence,  com-  private  hospital  Ho  Chi  Milih  City  after  s 
monly  they  do  not  dare  to  treat  nearly  a  week  following  a  brutal  attack 
or  even  examine  the  victims  of  Compass  Direct.  Used  by  permission) 
persecution,  ai^rding  to  _ _ _ 

“  ^  '  ‘  ’  ,  j  J  property,  sources 

told  Compass  Direct. 

The  elder  Khoan  repieatedly 
threatened  to  kill  Nguyen  Thi 
Lan.  and  the  gang  of  about  a 
down  threatened — icr — kiir 
Nguyen  Danh  Chau  if  he  con¬ 
tinue  gathering  Christians  for 
woislm,  the  sources  said. 

_  A^  head  Nguyen  Cong 
to  obtain 
examinations  and 
treatment  for  the  tiuee  most 
_ I 

government  clinics  and  hospi- 
in  the  region,  but  me 
peo-  ii^ured  were  continually  fold 
they  neede  no  care.  After 

nearly  a  week,  he  said  the  three  ..  -.x -  - 7' 

them,  they  would  certainly 
find  some  doctors  with  a  con¬ 
science  in  private  hospitals 
even  though  su^  hospitals 
would  be  expensive  and 
woulc  require  a  full-payment 
deposit  before  examination 
and  treatment. 

Nmyen  Thi  Lan,  who  had 
not  bem  able  to  eat  since  die 
attack,  was  admitted  to  a  hospi¬ 
tal  immediately  after  her  exam- 
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Compass  Wrect  News,  whidi  destroying 
reported  the  iiiddent. 

ABC  head  Nguyen  Cong 
Thanh  had  rushed  no^  from 
his  base  in  Ho  Chi  Minhaty^to 
help'ihe  ctnmtr  membere.  hie 
attack  took  place  in  die  home  of 
the  injurecT  Nguyen  Tlu  Lan, 
who  had  led  some  50  extended 
family  members,  fiiends,  and 
neighbors  to  die  Christian  faidi  Thanh  said  he 
since  her  conversion.  medic^ 

This  ange^  a  fellow  vil-  l._; - - 

lager  identifi^  only  by  his  severely  wounded  in  several 
given  name,  Khoan.  He  and 
his  son  led  a  gang  into  her 
house  and  beat  several  fzz 
pie,  leaving  pastor  Nguyen 
Danh  Chau  unconscious  and 


Christians  still  suffered  acute  ination,  as  the  doctors  discov- 
pain,  and  d^  swpected  seri-  ered  her  broken  pelvis  and 
ous  internal  uqunes.  severely  injured  organs. 

l^te  on  Nw.  18,  five  days  Pastor  Nguyen  Danh  Chau, 
sffer  the  attack,  staff  members  who  had  severe  bruises  on  his 
at  one  homit^  told  Nguyen  face  and  head,  had  also  been 
Cong  Thanh  diat  there  would  kicked  in  his  back,  chest,  and 
^  no  examinations  die  next  stomach.  Doctors  diagnosed 
My  and  Sunday,  and  to  come  internal  injuries  to  his  kid- 
back  on  Monday,  when  exam-  neys,  liver,  and  perhaps  other 
nations  were  possible.  organs.  He  too  was  admitted 

At  that  point,  ABC  leaders  for  further  observation  and 
decided  to  take  the  three  treatment, 
irfor^  ckunk  members  to  Ho  Nguyen  TTii  Tac,  who  had 
Chi  Minh  Cifo,  a  1,000-mile,  been  mt  widi  a  steel  shovel  on 
two-hour  flight  south.  They  her  chest  and  stomach  as  weU 
reaso^  that  even  if  govern-  as  her  back,  also  remained  in 
hOTpitals  wc^d  not  take  considerable  pain  but  a  medical 

<.  X  . .  ij  examination  found  no  serious 

internal  ifouries  and  she  was 
not  admittra  to  the  hospital. 

In  die  elder  Khoan's  rants 
during  the  attack,  sources  said, 
he  charged  that  die  land  now 
legally  owned  by  Nguyen  Thi 
Lan  had  once  belonged  to  his 
ancestors,  implying  that  the 
ancestors  would  be  angry  that 
the  cuirent  residents  no  longer 
worshipped  them. 


Yex;  Can  Restond 
Right  Nowl 

Simply  slum  die  foUewing  prayer 
with  God  in  your  own  loor^: 

L  Lofd,  I  admit  that  I  need  you 
(7  have  sinned.) 

2.  I  want  foTpveness  for  my 
sins  and  freeciom  from  eternal 
death.  (I  repent) 

3. 1  believe  Jesus  died  and  rose 
from  die  grave  to  forgive  my 
sins  and  to  restore  my  rela¬ 
tionship  with  you. 

(I  believe  in  Jesus.) 

4.  By  faith,  I  invite  Jesus 
Christ  into  my  life.  From  this 
time  on,  1  want  to  live  in  a  lov¬ 
ing  relationship  with  Him.  (I 
receive  Christ  as  my  Savior 
and  Lord.) 

“But  as  many  as  received  him, 
to  Btem  he  gave  Bte  righto  become 
dtUdren  (y  God,  even  to  those  who 


pledge  inquired? 

AtTLAbfTA  (BP)  —  The  U5. 11th  Circuit  Court  of  Appeals 
has  he^  argumaits  in  a  religious  liberfo  case  diat  could 
d^ermine  whedmr  ajroU^  has  the  rjy^t  to  r^uire  stu¬ 
dents  to  profea  cerfein  beJiefs  about  Jiothosincualify  in  order 
to  get  a  degree.  Augusta  State  University,  in  east  Gmigia, 
put  counseut^  student  Jennifer  Keetcm  on  academic  pnfoa- 
tion  in  2010  af^she  acknowledged  in  private  converMtions 
and  during  class  that  she  disagreed  widi  hanosexuality. 
SchMl  administrators  claimed  Keeton  said  it  would  be  liard 
for  her  to  coun^  gay  clients,  a  stance  th*y  said  violated  eth¬ 
ical  standards  for  Iicetvud  counselors  as  put  forth  by  the 
Andean  Counseling  Association.  Faculty  members  also 
faulted  Keeton  for  sa>ing  she  wanted  to  work  after  gradua¬ 
tion  with  conversion  diwapy,  which  aims  to  help  dients 
stop  living  a  homosexual  lifestyle.  The  faculty  also  feared 


The  Miasuaippi  Baptist  (Convention  Board  approves  the  hiring  of  David 
Aloiandei;  dnirdi  pifoting  strategist;  Paula  Smith,  literacy  missions  pio- 

granvWMU;  and  MonrisBakecBSU  director  at  the  Uraversity  of 


Southeastern  Seminary  in  Wake  Forest,  N.C.,  suffers  the  worst 
blow  m  Its  four-year  struggle  to  retain  accreditation  when  one  of  the 
seminary's  two  accrediting  agencies  places  the  beleaguered  school 
on  probation  Dec.  5. 


Total  attendance  for  M  Night  meetings  in  Mississippi  Dec.  4  reach 
es  32414,  surpassing  the  stated  goal  of  32,0(X). 
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iNSlABCHOrjBUB 
Just  to  mention  die  ivotd, 
"search,"  in  today's  worid 
probably  brin^  to  mind  for  tto 
average  computer  Uterate  per¬ 
son  going  out  on  Googfe, 


understood  that  the  reason  for 
aU  of  this  oeiebrattonte  tfw 
coming  waa  Just  for  you 
ne  loves  you  and  wants  to 
forgave  you  of  your  sins  and 
to  gve  everlasting  life. 

Wnally,  when  those  wise 
seardiets  came  to  Jesus  there 

waa  a  manrdous  fbfmation  of 

a  whole  new  way  of  Uyfoa. 
There  was  a  whole  iww  dii^ 
tionoflife.  There  was  a  whole 
new  way  of  thinkii^  that  cam 

about  becariae  they  found 


[IBLIOCIl 


writer  Matthew  teOs  of  Qie 

Wise  Men  who  came  in  search  to  find  hnn,"  but  he  wasn't  to  did  not  arrive  here  to  condemr 

ofJe8u&  ItishanltDtotaifesay  befbund.  ut^  to  criticize  us^  or  to  cripple 

these  Ma^  these  Wise  fai  the  days  that  foDowect  us.  No,  He  came  to  save  us^ 
"'“V  were.  It  is  nud  to  know  more  of  die  Christmas  event  fbigive  us^  and  restore  us.  He 
whence  they  unfoldecL  More  boxes  of  lights  loves  us  and  He  not  only  wants 
came.  Ifossibly  they  were  from  and  ornaments  were  brought  us  to  find  1-fim.  He  is  looking 
from  the  East  or  out  and  displayed.  A  couple  of  forus. 
even  Babylon.  Tnw  were  stu-  days  later  while  unloading  There  are  so  many  people 
dent^  sttogarws,  big  picture  some  of  die  other  stuff  they  dis-  in  our  world  duit  have  a 
people  vdio  tvere  lookmg  for  covered  Bthy  Jesus  wremped  warped  view  of  who  Jesus  is 
its  mean-  up  and  hidden  away.  Thtuled  and  a  wrong  view  of  what  He 
mg.  Who  IS  God  a^  where  is  that  they  had  founci  hkiv  they  wants  to  do,  so  they  run  horn 

btwi^t  him  and  placed  him  in  Him  rather  dian  to  H^  They 
mg  thing  is  that  dwseawjym  the  manga  The  word  nnead  say  that  diey  cannot  find  God 
wra  any  scaidi  to  Gcxl,  will  that  Jesus  had  been  fmma.  but  as  someone  correctly 

brtoapet8mtojesu&  Maybe  at  this  Christinas  pointed  out,  a  lot  of  people 

^  n^d  dunk  that  m  a  Season  as  I  suppose  wWi  most  cannot  find  God  to  thes^ 
world  that  see^  to  far  Christinas  Seasons,  it  would  reason  a  thief  cararot  find  a 
^re  advanced  ^  wydvi-  ^  good  to  ns  to  pause  and  policeman.  Maybe  you  have 
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■*  aouggies  with  your  own  pet- 
d^traditionvi^  ^  »°*  soti2^  andfcod  ia  sayW 

“You  need  to  look  to  M^^ 
setdia  The^unntsdieyhad  VWse-^den  figured  out  d<at 
mdu&d  shn^,  ertfe,  riiep-  there  was  somediing  hiuroen- 
Men,  Mary,  and  ing  berand  dieir  imagination, 
towi^vriiichGodvwMtatl 


Hare  fun  wiHi  cnfptogruphy  tnd 
exercite  your  BMe  knowledge.  A 
King  famet  Verekm  Bible  veru  hat 
been  encoded  by  letter  subaHtution. 
The  eatne  letter  i$  subetituted 
throughout  the  puzzle.  Solve  by 
trial  end  error.  Anawer  to  last 
treri's  puzzle:  Mart  Six:  F^iy-ta 


vddeh  God  was  point- 
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A  DBKNSM10NAI,  RJN-  Ontov  hbrio 
»^AUr  COtSSvATIVf  toXtg^ 
..OtoKHIK  S  KtAVBVUUV  SBB(.  Kim  UF  < 
an  EXKMMCB}  HAUTMi  toucbofoounl 
«*«Ot  MSTDt.  Send  nsume'  and 


CXd  Testament  had 
they  were  exaci 


toj^  everything  m  pli«.  dwmericontiniredtiyS^ 

T^  Christmas  scene  was  com-  tion  but  diere  was 

formation  m  at  leaat  there 
^^wthorewhohedmiainto 

^  of  die  odriwation  and  adnSi^ 

find  Ac  Bal^  ,  He  was  twn  for  the  new  Kins.  He  had 
nowhere  to  be  found.  Whm  in  hfe  heart  that  hewanted  to 

wSf*  ^  away  wididiis  King  so  diat 

to^7  Whatnwrediwgomg  he  wodd  not  be  a  ri^  The 
jf?*  “  ^  problem  with  King  Herod  was 

****^***^1*°?  he  thought  dlis  Kine 

would  hurt  hii^riien  die 

mother  said,  "I  know  that  he  is  was  that  He  would  hefar^i! 
here  somewhere.  Vfe  have  got  The  Kii^  Jesus  fiom  hei^ 
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1.  Elmo  Church,  Roxic, 
reoendy  ordained  Aaron 
Walker  and  Jacob  Hawley 
as  deacons.  Shown  are 
Amy  WaOcei;  Walkei;  pas¬ 
tor  James  Hunsuarer, 
Hawley,  and  Ariel 
Hawley. 

2.  The  RAs  and  GAs  of 

Navilla  Church, 

McComb,  collected  sodcs 
and  disposable  razors  in 
August  to  give  to  the 
Baptist  Friendship  House 
in  New  Orleans.  Shown, 


front,  are  lesse 
Fortenberiv,  Michelle 
Biuss,  ana  Zak  Shamp; 
center;  Christopher 
Romack,  Colton  rates, 
and  Ktidiael  Romack; 
back,  Mary  Evelyn 
Fortenberry. 

3.  Sunrise  Church,  Leake 
County,  held  a  GA  recog¬ 
nition  in  Sratember. 
Shown  are  the  GAs  arid 


1.  Elmo  Church,  Roxic 


5.  Smith  ordination 


4.  Loiro  Road  Church, 
Richton,  recendy  cele¬ 
brated  Pastor 

Appreciation  Day,  recog- 
nmng  pastor  Roiy  L^ 
and  his  wife  Renee. 
Shown  are  die  Dills. 


5.  First  Church,  Fannin, 
ordained  Eddie  Smith  as 
deacon  Nov.  27.  9v>wn 
are  Toiw  Bales,  Jackie 
Smidi,  Smith,  and  Ron 
Bird. 


McComb 


6.  First  Church,  Mfinona, 
recognized  Aubrey  Boone 
as  fife  deacon  Dec.  4. 
Boone  has  served  as 
active  deacon  since  1959, 
and  has  served  several 
times  as  deacon  chairman. 
Shown  are  Gant  Boone; 
Pat^  Boone,  Boone,  pas¬ 
tor  Chris  Aldridge,  Alan 
Boone,  and  Qndy  Boone. 

7.  The  children  of  Tkoy 

Church,  Pontotoc 

County,  collected  food 
and  supplies  to  the  local 
food  baxik.  Shown  are  the 
jwrtkqiartis. 

8.  Poplar  Springs  Church, 
MendenhaU,  ordained 
four  new  deacons  Nov.  27. 
Shown  are  Chairman 
Buster  ^lows,  Shane 
Baeuerie,  Chude  Mmrg^ 
Nolan  Parker,  Jiro 
Wadlington,  mid  pastor 
Ted  Bowlin. 


7.  Troy  Church,  Pontotoc  County 


9.  Moselle  Memorial 
Church,  Moselle,  will 
present  their  Christmas 
cantata  Dec.  18, 6  pjn. 


4.  The  Dills 


8.  Poplar  Springs  Church,  Mendenhall 
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The  Bapttsi  Recokp 


jLsI  lOK  I  HI  R\  c  OKH 


4.  'Hitor  and  Hamilton 


Church,  Bogue  Chittq,  presented 
Down  By  the  Creek  BaiA  lor  the 
church  family,  a  kxaJ  nursing 


honte,  and  another  church. 
Directed  by  Danny  Cieel  and 
Debbie  Cre&  Hal  Hatteiv  pastor. 


Congress  of  Obstetricians  and 
Gynecologists,  the  Mississippi 
Nurses  Association,  and  oth¬ 
ers  oppos^  Initiative  26. 

The  religious  community 
was  divided.  Tie  Catholic, 
Methcxlist,  and  Episcopal 
bishops  opposed  Initiative  26. 
Baptist  pc^ors  such  as  Dr. 
James  L.  Nichols  of  First 
Church  Greenville  opposed 
Initiative  26. 

Fiiudly,  many  Baptist  cou¬ 
ples  ^d  not  trust  that  passage 
of  Initiative  26  would  not 
thrust  govermnent  into  their 
most  intimate  persoiuil  mat¬ 
ters  suc^  as  their  choice  of 
birtfi  control,  the  conexptiem 
of  their  chilclren  if  such 
reciuired  medical  intervention, 
and  heir  right  to  privacy  in 
case  of  miscarriage. 

Many  Mississippi  Baptists 
who  are  pro-life  md  not  si^ 
piort  Initiative  26  because  they 


Editor. 

I  disagTM  with  the  Editor's 
NotebooK  in  the  November  24 
edition  in  which  he  ecniated 
those  Baptists  who  did  not 
support  Initiative  26  as  "com¬ 
fortable  wih  the  death  of  the 
unborn..."  I  suggest  that 
many  Mississippi  Baptists 
voted  against  Initiative  26  for 
nu^  reasons. 

The  pro-life  community 
was  divided.  Americims 
United  for  Life  and  the 
National  Ri^t  to  Life 
Committee  aid  not  support ' 
Initiative  26.  Phyllis  Schlafly's 
Eagle  Forum  pubUcly 
0|^08^  Personhocxi  USA's 
iiutiatives  in  2009,  calling  it  a 
"hurtful  gimmich,"  according 
to  Christianity  Today, 
November  11,  2011.  Our  gov¬ 
ernor  called  it  "half  baked" 
afterwards. 

The  medical  establishment 
oppcMed  Initiative  26.  The 
Mimsappi  State  Medictd 
Assexiataem,  the  Mississippri 
Chapter  of  the  American 


Letters  to 
THE  Editor 


Untigned  letters  will  not  be  print¬ 
ed.  No  multi-copy  or  form  letters 
wiU  be  used.  Each  correspondent 
must  include  an  acktess  and 
telephone  number  for  verifica¬ 
tion.  Please  include  the  name  of 
cooperating  Mississippi  Baptist 
church  Mhere  corresfxsndent  is  a 
member,  letterf  must  be  limited 
to  250  words.  All  corresport- 
dence  is  subvert  to  editing. 
Correspondents  should  refrain 
from  personal  attacks.  Theopin- 
ionsexpressedinletterstothe. 
editor  do  rtot  necessarily  reflect 
the  views  of  the  Mississippi 
Psptist  Convention  Board. 


to  the  beginning  of  a  new  era 
in  behavioral  health. 


concluded  that  it  would  have 
clone  nothing  to  reduce  abor¬ 
tion  and  would  likely  have 
hurt  the  pro-life  cause. 
George  S.  Luter 
]adcson 


Please  join  us  fiar  the  grand  opening 
of  Baptist  Behavioral  Health  Care. 


Tuesday,  December  20,  201 1  •  10:00  ^ 
2520  5th  Street  North  - 

Columbus,  Mississippi 

LVi 

^  Call  662.244. 1  OOO^for  more  infortnationj^^ 


Learn  how  to  avoid  risk, 
avoid  probate,  and  make 
your  money  generate  a 
guaranteed  lifctinie  income. 


IS/ISAudio  LLC 


Design  &  Integration  of  Professional  Audio,  Video,  A  l  ighting 
Church,  Conference  Room,  School 
Equipment  sales,  service  and  installation 


11.1S  First  YearO 


Ihraper  Hales 

info@msaucliollc.com 


P.O.  Box  1575 
Clinton,  MS  39060 


Ph  601-923-9947 
Fax  601-924-2880 
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The  Baptbt  Rbcxsid 


Bible  Studies  for  Life 


Je^  wM  bom  "in  paranoid  Herod  would  be  to  skm  between  those 


the  ^ys  of  Hercxl  the 
King,  and  magi  from  die 
east  came  to  Jerusalem 
askiim  'Where  is  the 
one  bom  king  of  the 
Jews?*"  The  only  other 
excurrenoes  of  me  ti^ 
“TCing  of  the  Jews,"  in 


Respond  to  God's  Gift 

Matmew  2:1-15 


ereim  rule,  even  from  his  own  Notice  the  glaring  contrasts: 
bmiDy.  Herod  had  his  favorite  The  magi  search  tor  the  "one 
wife,  Mariamne,  his  mother-in-  bom  lung  of  die  Jews"  in  order 
law,  and  three  sons  strangled,  to  worsmp  him;  Hercxl  searches 
drowned  or  killed  in  some  way  in  order  to  kill  him.  When  the 
when  he  suspected  diem  of  magi  found  the  baby  di^  were 
treasem  In  his  mind,  he  was  the  overjoyed,  literally  "^y 
only  kiim  in  town  and,  there-  rejofoed  with  a  great  joy  excera- 

- _  fore,  Hercxl  immediately  ir^y";  when  Hercia  heard  of 

pe  IS  used  m  modu^  of  acught  to  discover  udiere  "the  the  baby  he  was  "disturbed." 

Jesw  and  alwara  in  the  Christ  (not  king)  was  to  be  The  true  worship  of  die  Magi 
moutte  of  Gentil«  (27:11,  »,  bom"  under  die  guise  of  wand-  reflected  a  giving  spirit;  the 
from  secular  ng  to  worship  him.  false  worship  of  Herocf  reflected 

reccaxls  that  Herod  died  in  4  However,  true  to  his  charac-  a  selfisK  murderous  spirit. 

B.C.  so  Jesiu  would  have  to  ter;  Herod  became  "exceeding-  Each  one  of  us  needs  to  ask, 
t”'.  ly  furious"  and  gave  orders  to  "Does  my  worship  reflect  that 


(set  free)  from  sin  and 
death.  Christians 
respond  by  offerine 


Explore  the  Bible 

Stay  Fearless  in  Your  Obedience 

Numbers  13-,26-28, 31: 14:6-9, 17-23 
By  Melleen  Moore 


spira.  Only  two  spies,  seiit  the  spies  into  the  land-to  had  seen  the  Lord's  glory,  die 
Joshua  and  Caleb,  were  build  their  confidence  and  signs  in  Egypt  and  the  wilder- 
positive  about  entering  faith,  not  to  judge  if  possess-  ness,  and  tested  the  Lewd  these 
and  possessing  the  ing  the  land  could  be  done,  ‘ten  times  (Numbers  14:22) 
Promised  Land.  With  The  Israelites  had  so  quicdcly  would  not  see  the  Promised 
the  report  having  been  forgotten  all  that  Gcxl  had  Land.  The  Life  Application 
given,  the  Israelites  done  for  them  —  leading  by  Study  Bible:  New  Living 
ccintemplated  fear  of  cloud  and  fire,  protecting  from  Translaticwi  iden^es  these  ten 
failure  and  decided  to  dangers,  and  feeding  them  times  as:  lack  of  trust  at  the  Red 
retreat.  Now  the  land  from  heaven.  Joshua  and  Sea  (Ex.  14:  11-12);  com- 
of  promise  was  far  Caleb  were  unsuccessful  in  plainants  of  bitter  water  (^. 
away.  How  does  fear  convincing  the  Israelites  that  15:24);  griping  in  the  desert  to 
afi^  our  actions?  God  would  go  before  them  if  go  back  to  Egypt  (Ex.  16:3);  tak- 

only  they  would  put  their  mg  more  dafly  manna  than 

hat's  Good  About  faith  in  Him.  Receivmg  Gcxl's  needed  (Ex.  16:20);  taking 

Obeying?  promises  is  a  blessing  of  obe-  matuia  on  the  Sabbath  (Ex. 

Numbers  14:6-9  dience.  How  obedient  are  we?  16:27-29);  desire  for  more  water 


tourney  in  Canaan. 

__  Entermg  cxi  the  south- 

How  many  IMtes  have  we  ''efn  tip  and  going 'nentr^lH 
tefused  an  oopoitunity  out  of  to  the  mountains  and 
fear  of  failure?  God  has  gifted  retunung  to  Moses,  M 
each  of  us  to  scfvv  however,  if  Aaron  and  the  congre- 
is  easv  lo  nSw  second  gaticwi  of  Israeli^  were 
thougho  or  madec}uacies  to  get  dvarged  with  observing  die 
to  our  way  of  beiiig  all  we  can  land,  its  people  and  die  dties. 
be  for  God.  Being  obedient  They  returned  carrying  grapes 
ofto  calls  us  to  be  bold  and  on  a  pole,  pomegranates  and 
fearless  before  Gcxi  wilUng  to  fig,  reporting  diat  die  land 
risk  so  we  can  grow  spiritually  "truly  flows  with  milk  and 
and  lead  odieis.  honey"  (Numbers  13:  27, 

NKJV).  Using  the  same 

What's  Keeping  You  descriptive  words  that  God  _ ^  ^  ^ _  _ 

from  Obeying?  promised  Moses  from  the  (Numbers"  ^14: "  7,  NKJV). 

Numbers  13c  2^28, 31  burning  bush,  that  He  told  the  Having  seen  all  that  was  in  the 

1 _ a.  t _ I  »¥^  _  ¥ _ S!»__  J  .  ...  _e¥_._s  ._.t_  .i  .a 


^Icnown 
well  fortified 
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'Dolly's  daddy':  time  to  shutter  embryonic  stem  cell  research 


LA  lOLLA,  Cidif .  (BP)  —  The  eden- 
Het  wno  led  the  team  that  cloned 
Dolly  the  sheep  has  urged  fellow 
researchers  to  forego  embryonic  stem 
cell  research,  which  he  says  is  fraug^ 
with  practical  problems,  aiui  pursue 
more  promising  types  of  reseaidi. 

That's  because  he  believes  other 
research  likely  will  overtake  embry* 
onic  stem  cell  research. 

Ian  l^nimut  M>oke  to  a  crowd  of 
stem  cell  researchers  on  Nov.  29  in  La 
Jolla,  Ca.,  telling  them  that  because 
embryonic  stem  cells  tend  to  lead  to 
tumors,  scientists  should  spend  their 
time  on  non-embryonic  forms  of 
research,  particularly  on  a  new 
meduxi  called  direct  reprogramming. 

In  direct  reprograminin^  sdentiM 
avoid  stem  cells  altogether  and,  for 
instance,  reprogram  a  skin  cell  direct¬ 
ly  into  a  nerve  oelL  Researchers  have 
had  success  doing  Just  that  with  lab 
mice.  It  has  dw  support  of  ediidsts 
who  have  oppcMM  embryonic 
research. 

'I'm  not  quite  sure  why  this  hasn't 
been  pursued  more  actively,*  said 
Wilmut  who  led  the  team  that  cloned 
Dolly  the  sheep  in  the  1990s. 

Wilmut's  speech  was  reported  by 
the  North  County  Times  (Escondido, 
Ca.),  which  paraphrased  him  as  say¬ 
ing  direct  reprogrammiim  would  pro¬ 
vide  the  benefia  of  embryonic  stem 
cell  research  without  the  risks.  The 


government,  he  added,  likely  won't 
spend  money  on  embryonic  research 
it  a  safer  meSiod  is  available. 

If  sucoessfuL  direct  reprogramming 
would  turn  the  politicd  and  ethicu 
debate  upside  down,  making  mcxH 
discussions  over  whiih  types  of  stem 
cells  are  most  promising.  Wilmut  was 
speaking  in  the  same  state  where  vot¬ 
ers  in  2004  approved  a  10-yeai;  three- 
billton-doUar  mvestment  in  enibtron- 
ic  stem  cell  research.  No  cures  nave 
yet  come  out  of  that  investment. 

With  embryonic  stem  cell  research, 
sdentists  try  to  take  stem  cells  from 
embryos  and  turn  dtem  into  specific 
cells  for  die  body.  The  process  is 
opposed  by  pro-ufers  because  it 
destroys  the  ernbryo.  For  instance,  in 
direct  programming  scientists  could 
theoietically  take  a  skin  cell  and  sim¬ 
ply  reprogram  it  into  a  nerve  cell 
without  involving  either  embryos  or 
stem  cells  of  any  kind. 

In  the  results  of  one  mice  lab  exper¬ 
iment  released  in  2010,  fibroUast  cells 
found  in  connective  ti^e  were  repro- 
granuned  into  nerve  cells. 

David  Prentice,  senior  fellow  for 
life  sciences  at  the  Family  Researdi 
CouncU,  called  direct  programming  a 


induced  pluripotent  stem  (iPS)  cells, 
long  champicMied  by  pro-lifm,  can 
cause  tumors,  Prentice  said. 


In  iPS  reseanh,  scientists  change  an 
adult  stem  into  eonbryolike  stem  cdb. 

'iPS  cells  are  ethically  but 
because  they  act  like  an  embryonic  stem 
cdL  frankly  are  still  not  safe,*  Prentice 
said.  "Wilmut  is  saying  there  is  an  even 
better  way  that  gets  around  die  ethical 
pn^^ems  but  also  bypasses  much  of  the 
saf^  issues.* 

Significantly,  l^Umut.  wasn't  making 
his  aigument  on  ethical  grounds  but 
mete  msibility.  "This  is  Ou^s  daddy, 
the  guy  who  don^  Dolly  me  sheep,* 


Prentice  said.  "He's  turned  auni^pm 
doning,  he's  turned  away  froonSE^- 
onk  stem  cells,  and  he's  pointing 
towards  reptognunined  cells.* 

Upon  learning  of  the  2010  lab  mice 
experiment,  edudst  Wedey  Jj  Smith 
causd  it  a  "holy  cow"  iiiomenL  Vluth 
ivork  remains  to  be  done,' he  woilt 
beCoi^  adding;  "Good  ediice  do 
duoe  good  scienoe.* 

It  M  not  been  a  great  year  liiLflft 
porters  of  embryonic  stem  cell 
whkh  took  a  big  hit  in  inld-N|Milil# 
when  Geton,  the  company  -mat 
launched  the  nation's  first  government- 
approved  embryonic  stem  cell  triak 
announced  it  was  halting  the  trial  and 
shifting  its  funding  into  cancer  research. 

Funding  for  embryonic  research, 
the  company  said,  was  scarce.  Pro-lif¬ 
ers  said  the  lack  of  funding  showed 
that  die  promise  of  ei^ryonic 
research  was  false. 

Research  using  adult  stem  cells, 
meanwhile,  has  {noduced  73  medical 
treatments,  according  to  a  tally  by  the 
Coalition  of  Americans  for  Research 
Ediics.  Nearly  all  of  the  hi^-pcofile 
stem  cell  treatments  invohriM  ^Ih 
knoftn  patients  have  invc4v^  adult 
stem  cells.  ^  ^ 

y  successful,  direct  pfogranbtng 
lilally  would  fiu  surpass  the  achieve¬ 
ments  of  adult  stem  cells.  i 


William  Carey  University's  Atoha  Chi  National 
Colkse  Honor  Society  inducted  6o  new  members  into 
Its  aapter  cm  November  30.  The  inductees  from 
Jefierscm  Davis  County  and  Maricm  County  are  (left  to 


Lindsay  Stogner  of  Sandy  Hocdc. 


First  Church,  Terry, 
sent  a  missicm  team  of 
29  students  and  adults 
on  a  mission  trip  to 
New  York  in  July 
to  do  personal  evange¬ 
lism,  worship  leading, 
and  service  ministries 
in  all  five  borcnif^  of 
thedty. 


1 


2.  The  children's  choir  of 
Goodwatcr  Church, 
Enterprise,  presented 
Aaron  the  Allergic 
Shepherd  Dec.  4. 
Shown  are  the  partid- 
pants.'fcjj. 


Shelton  Church, 

Moselle,  ordained 

Dereck  Sumrall  as  dea¬ 
con  Oct.  23.  Shown  are 
pastor  Charles  Brady 
with  SumraU,  his  wife 
Aima  and  daughter 
Micidi. 


2.  Goodwatcr  Chnidi,  Enterprise 


Neshoba  Church, 
Union,  held  a  baby 
dedicatiem.  Shown  are 
Lee,  Jill,  Sydnee,  and 
Peytem  Killen  and  paar  . 
tor  Johimy  Collins. 


